travels  to  help  Colombians 


Maria  del  Carmen  de  Alvarez  helps  with  mealtime  at  a  temporary  shelter  for  vic¬ 
tims.  A  member  of  Bogota's  Central  Baptist  church,  Alvarez  “didn’t  want  to  sit  in  front 
of  the  television”  watching  thousands  of  Colombians  suffer  after  volcano  Nevado 
del  Ruiz  erupted  Nov,  13.  The  neighborhood  nurse  from  Bogota  arranged  for  a  ride 
to  Ibague  and  got  to  work,  at  one  point  helping  rescue  a  victim  one  week  after  a 
mudslide  destroyed  the  town  of  Armero.  (BP)  PHOTO  by  Joanna  Pinneo. 


IBAGUE,  Colombia  (BP)  —  Maria" 
del  Carmen  de  Alvarez  stepped  past 
10  corpses  to  reach  a  man  covered 
with  dry  mud.  In  agony  from 
numerous  infected  wounds,  he  loudly 
vented  his  heartache,  “My  children, 
my  children,  where  are  my  children?” 

Alvarez,  a  neighborhood  nurse  and 
a  member  of  Bogota’s  Central  Baptist 
Church,  knew  the  man  somehow  had 
survived  a  full  week  in  the  hardened 
aftermath  of  the  eruption  of  volcano 
Nevado  del  Ruiz.  She,  plus  five  Colom¬ 
bian  soldiers  and  five  rescue  workers, 
laboring  under  stifling  heat,  placed 
the  young  man  aboard  a  hospital- 
bound  helicopter. 

His  physical  suffering  demanded 
far  more  medical  expertise  than 
Alvarez  could  provide. 

Still,  the  47-year-old  mother  of  four 
sought  to  minister  during  the  flight. 
The  victim  had  ceased  his  yelling  and 
Alvarez,  sensing  that  he  could  hear, 
asked  tenderly,  “Do  you  know  that 
God  loves  you?  He  loves  you  so  much 
because  he  has  not  call^  you  to  his 
presence.  He  wants  to  give  you 
another  opportunity  to  trust  in  him 

A  Si 


By  Art  Toalston 

Tb  the  soldier,  Alvarez  replied,  “It’s 
true  about  you,  too,  that  God  is  giving 
you  another  chance  to  hear  his 
message.”  A  second  soldier  sided  with 
Alvarez,  saying,  ‘That’s  true.  God  is 
using  us  to  give  life  to  these  people.” 
Tb  Alvarez,  he  said,  “I  can  tell  you’re 
an  evangelical.” 

“Yes,  I’m  a  Christian,”  Alvarez 
replied  before  resuming  her  witness. 
“Repent  of  your  sins,”  she  counseled 
the  traumatized  man,  “and  trust  in 
Jesus.”  He  began  weeping  just  as  the 
helicopter  approach^  the  hospital 
landing  pad. 

She  decided  on  her  own  to  travel  to 
Itogue  to  help  survivors  from  Armero 
and  the  surrounding  region  buried  by 
a  monstrous  mudslide  after  Nevado 
del  Ruiz  erupted  Nov.  13. 

Except  for  a  ride  to  Ibague  with 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Nov.  18 
and  lodging  with  new  acquaintances 
here,  she  said  she  had  not  asked 
anybody  for  anything. 

“I  didn’t  want  to  sit  in  front  of  the 
television  and  see  the  suffering,” 
Alvarez  continued.  “Rather,  I  wanted 


to  come  and  be  of  service.”  She  also 
motivated  by  thankfulness  for  the 
quipped  inaanaaiq^  health  of  her  children  and  for 

LiuMMtii  Anil  AKuniiLo  new  skills  from  a  community  health 
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course  at  the  Baptist  Clinic  in 
Barranquilla. 

Disaster  relief  work  “has  made  me 
develop  more  love  for  people,  even 
though  I’ve  always  served  with  love,’ 
said  the  veteran  of  nearly  30  years  in 
nursing.  “Spiritually,  I’m  very  rich; 
materially.  I’m  very  poor,  but  I  give 
what  I  can,  which  is  service  to  God  to 
help  others.” 

Alvarez  reported  to  a  disaster  relief 
center  after  arriving  in  Ibague  and 
was  told  she  could  sort  clothing 
Believing  she  should  do  more,  she 
boarded  a  bus  to  head  toward  a  school 
that  had  been  turned  into  a  temporary 
-hospital  on  the  outskirts  of  Ibague. 

That  morning  she  treated  30  pa¬ 
tients;  that  afternoon  she  agreed  to 
look  for  a  hospitalized  mother's  lost 
child,  the  helicopter  rescue  mission 
interrupted  her  unsuccessful  search 
for  the  child. 

Alvarez  intends  to  continue  working 
wherever  she's  needed  in  Ibague. 
simply  “waiting  for  the  Lord  to  in¬ 
dicate  how  long  1  should  stay.” 

Toalston  writes  lor  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board. 


AFTER  THE  VOLCANO 

Colombian  toddler’s  picture 
stirs  queries  about  adoption 


IBAGUE,  Colombia  (BP)— The  tod¬ 
dler  was  crying,  “Mami.”  He  had  been 
separated  from  his  mother  for  a 
week;  perhaps  he’ll  never  see  her 
again  b^ause  of  the  wall  of  mud  and 
debris  that  buried  the  town  of  Armero 
in  Colombia’s  Andes  Mountains. 

His  picture,  taken  by  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
photographer  Joanna  Pinneo,  has  stir¬ 
red  national  attention.  It  was 
distributed  by  the  Associated  Press 
and  carried  in  newspapers  in  New 
York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  and  600 
to  700  other  cities. 

“NN”  is  the  only  way  he’s  identified 
in  the  state  hospital  at  Ibague,  70 
miles  south  of  Armero,  where  25,000 
to  40,000  people  lost  their  lives  when 
a  mudslide  roared  down  the  slopes  of 
volcano  Nevado  del  Ruiz  after  its  Nov. 
13  eruption. 


Numerous  inquiries  were  received 
at  AP  bureaus  from  people  wanting  to 
adopt  him.  But  children  who  lost  their 
parents  in  the  mudslide  are  likely  to 
be  assimilated  into  Colombian 
families,  according  to  Bryan  Bras- 
ington,  FMB  director  for  western 
South  America,  who  visited  Colombia 
in  late  November. 

“It’s  much  better  for  them  to  be  in 
an  environment  where  their  language 
is  spoken  and  they  do  not  have  to 
make  additional  adjustments  so 
abruptly,”  Brasington  said. 

‘There  still  is  some  hope  for  some 
of  these  to  be  reunited  with  family 
members  or  close  relatives,”  he  said. 
On  Nov.  26,  for  example,  a  mother, 
who  thought  her  husband  and  several 
children  were  dead,  was  reunited  with 
a  12-year-old  son,  who  also  had 
thought  he  was  alone. 


Engaging  in  a  ministry  of  hope  to 
survivors  young  and  old  are  students 
from  the  International  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Cali  in 
southwest  Colombia. 

The  seminarians  are  "trying  to  give 
( the  victims)  assurance  and  hope  that 
there  is  a  future,  that  God  loves  and 
has  a  great  concern  for  them  per¬ 
sonally,”  Brasington  said. 

The  students  are  visiting  in 
hospitals  and  shelters  and.  when  ad¬ 
dresses  are  available,  homes  and 
apartments  where  victims  have  taken 
refuge  with  relatives. 

The  teams  are  looking  for  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  provide  food  and  other 
assistance,  Brasington  said. 

Assessing  the  outlook  of  many  vic¬ 
tims,  Robert  Edwards,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missionary  physician,  said.  ‘They 
seem  to  be  in  a  state  of  hopelessness.” 


Nurse  turns  off  television 


This  toddler,  apparently  orphaned  by  Colombia  s  killer  mudslide  Nov.  13.  cried  for 
his  mother  as  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Mary  Nell  Giles  entered  his  hospital  room 
in  Ibague.  Ottered  a  toy  poodle,  the  child  continued  to  cry  until  the  missionary  took 
him  in  her  arms.  This  photo,  carried  nationwide  by  Associated  Press,  prompted  in¬ 
quiries  about  adoption,  but  Colombians  hope  most  such  children  can  be  assimilated 


into  Colombian  families.  (BP)  PHOTO  by 

The  seminarians'  help  is  needed 
because  there's  just  one  Baptist  con¬ 
gregation  in  the  Ibague  area,  a  sad 
fact  as  far  as  James  Giles,  Southern 
Baptist  disaster  relief  coordinator  in 
Colombia,  is  concerned.  “In  all  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  share  the  gospel  in  Colombia, 
we  Southern  Baptists  hadn’t  gotten  to 
Armero  in  44  years,”  the  length  of 


Joanna  Pinneo. 

time  missionaries  have  been  assign¬ 
ed  to  the  country. 

To  brighten  the  Christmas  season 
for  children  who  survived  Armero, 
Brasington  took  more  than  200 
musical  toys  to  Ibague  donated  by- 
Sunday  School  classes  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Richmond 
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Creche  for  Christmas 


observing  the  Fourth  of  July  without  One  might  argue  that  the  principle 
the  American  flag  as  to  celebrate  of  the  separation  of  church  and  state 
Christmas  without  the  possibility  of  would  dictate  that  we  not  have  a  na- 
having  a  nativity  scene.  tional  observation  of  a  religious  holi- 

The  world  may  enjoy  our  holiday;  day  such  as  Christmas, 
but  if  others  are  going  to  observe  it,  If  we  are  to  observe  it  in  public 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  shouldn’t  establishments,  however,  it  is  con- 
be  made  aware  of  why  it  is  being  trary  to  reason  to  insist  that  nativity 
observed.  If  that  becomes  a  religious  ^enes  not  be  allowed  to  be  a  part  of 
witness,  and  it  should,  then  so  be  it.  whatever  displays  are  to  be  presented. 

It  is  a  Christian  observation.  Non-  The  observation  of  Christmas  is  the 
Christians  must  not  be  allowed  to  take  celebration  of  the  birth  of  Christ 
it  over  and  strip  it  of  its  significance,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  one  is  a 

Christmas  is  the  observation  of  the  Christian.  If  it  is  to  be  observed,  it 
birth  of  Christ  That  is  an  unalterable  must  be  allowed  to  be  observed  for  it 
fact.  Christ  is  the  leader  of  the  Chris-  rightful  purpose, 
tian  movement.  Congress  has  made  Nativity  scenes  must  be  allowed 
the  birthday  of  Martin  Luther  King  a  because  they  depict  the  birth  of 
national  holiday  It  would  make  as  Christ,  the  reason  we  have  Christmas, 
much  sense  to  ii^gist  that  there  be  no  We  can  have  Christmas  displays 
pictures  of  Martin  Luther  King  on  his  without  nativity  scenes.  That  is  not 
birthday  as  it  would  to  insist  that  the  issue.  Some  people  might  not  want 
there  be  no  nativity  scenes  displayed  them  because  they  would  rather  not 
on  Christmas. 

The  Supreme  Court  is  right.  Nativi¬ 
ty  scenes  must  be  allowed  to  be 
displayed  at  Christmas;  but  not. 
however,  because  they  have  become  scene 
secular  in  nature.  They  must  be  allow¬ 
ed  because  they  represent  the  reason 
tor  having  a  Christmas  observation,  contrary  to  reason 


come  up  again  because  the  use  of  a 
creche  is  planned  in  Washington.  DC., 
in  a  public  Christmas  display  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  National  Park  Service 
and  positioned  near  the  White  House. 

It  is  not  against  the  law.  The 
.Supreme  Court  has  rightly  ruled  that 
nativity  scenes  are  ail  right  at 
Christmas.  It  did  so.  however,  for  the 
wrong  reason.  The  reason  for  its  rul¬ 
ing  was  that  nativity  scenes  have 
txK.ome  secular  symlwls  of  Christmas 
such  as  Santa  Claus  for  Christmas 
trees 

Such  a  reason,  of  course,  comes 
from  absolutely  false  thinking.  There 
IS  not  any  way  that  a  nativity  scene 
can  Ik*  secular  in  nature.  It  is  a 
religious  symbol  and  there  is  no  way 
that  that  it  can  be  anything  else.  We 
need  to  insist  that  it  is  a  religious  sym¬ 
bol;  and  if  the  Supreme  Court  insists 
that  no  religious  symbols  be  used  in 
public  Christmas  displays,  then  we 
need  to  take  down  our  public  nativity 
scenes 

The  use  of  "public"  is  meant  to 
denote  those  displays  sponsored  by 
public  agencies,  not  church-sponsored 
displays  that  are  on  view  for  the 
public. 

Regardless  of  the  fact  that  nativity 
scenes  are  religious  in  nature,  however, 
we  still  must  continue  to  insist  that 
they  are  to  be  acceptable  in  Christ¬ 
mas  displavs.  We  don't  have  to 
celebrate  Christmas;  but  it  we  are  to 
do  so.  we  cannot  separate  the  obser¬ 
vation  of  Christmas  from  a  nativity 
scene  That  is  what  Christmas  is  all 
about  We  might  as  well  insist  on 


have  some  material  object  that  would 

be  used  in  representing  the  Lord  at  his  religious ;  and.  if  it  is  to  be  celebrated  nativity  scenes  have  become  secular 
physical  birth  at  all.  the  religious  nature  of  it  must  concepts, 

to  be  told,  however,  that  a  nativity  not  be  ruled  out.  The  birth  of  Christ  transcended 

could  not  be  used  in  a  Therefore  the  Supreme  Court  was  both  the  religious  and  the  secular.  It 
Christmas  display  because  of  the  right— nativity  scenes  are  acceptable  cannot,  however,  be  held  as  being  on- 
religious  nature  of  the  scene  would  be  Christmas  display  elements.  It  was  ly  secular.  It  ushered  in  the  Christian 
Christmas  is  wrong,  however,  in  declaring  that  era. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

On  the  threshold  of  a  new  century 

(Christmas  Eve  1999) 


Part  one  of  two  parts 
By  John  Martens 

The  advance  listening  post  high  up  iy  dressed  Kings  from  afar,  some  with  hear  any  conversation  going  on  be-  Ibking  off  his  earphones,  Bill  open- 
on  the  ice-covered  plateau  of  northern  dark  skin,  and  of  Shepherds  with  tween  some  of  his  Russian  counter-  ed  a  flap  in  the  side  of  his  Arctic  hut. 
central  Greenland  was  only  one  in  the  crooked  staffs,  bending  on  one  knee  parts  whom  he  suspected  of  trying  to  He  thought  he  heard  the  drone  of 
chain  of  such  strategically  located  before  the  little  child  while  whisper-  trick  him  into  listening  and  divert  his  plane  engines,  and  indeed  far  to  the 
positions  spread  out  across  Arctic  ing  excitedly  to  each  other.  attention  while  they  perhaps  North  the  faint  noise  of  powerful 

North  America.  And  Bill  thought  how  happy  his  ag-  themselves  related  important  infor-  engines  was  audible.  It  grew  in  inten- 

Here  in  the  eternal  silence  reigning  ing  parents  would  be  to  see  him  come  mation  to  their  own  headquarters  by  sity  for  a  while  and  then  it  faded  un- 
on  Greenland's  ice  cap.  approximate-  home  for  a  short  leave  and  to  lay  eyes  a  different  channel.  ( Continued  on  page  10) 

ly  one-hundred  miles  North  of  the  again  on  their  eldest  son.  And,  of 
enormous  American  base  Thule,  a  course,  his  younger  brothers  would 
team  of  military  experts,  hardy  young  want  to  hear  all  about  Greenland's 
men,  rigorously  trained  to  cope  with  permanent  winter  darkness  and  about 
the  harsh  climatic  conditions  of  their  polar  bears  and  about  the  mysterious 
highaltitude  Arctic  environment,  kept  Russians  dwelling  over  the  Arctic 
up  a  continuous  watch  toward  the  horizon. 

North  through  their  highly  sensitive  Bill  listened.  Not  much  else  to  do 
listening  gear  here.  Ail  around  darkness  and  Polar 

And  their  advanced  television  night  and  silence.  His  radio  receiver 
cameras  and  the  antennae  of  their  emitted  a  short  beep  and  another  one. 
radio  receivers  were  ail  aimed  toward  Nothing  special.  And  then  it  was  quiet 
the  North  where,  beyond  the  as  before.  He  reached  for  the  switch 
geographical  North  Pole  along  the  on  his  television  camera,  an  extreme- 
shores  of  the  islands  off  the  Siberian  ly  powerful  apparatus  that  picked  up 
coast,  the  Russians  had  built  a  similar  visual  evidence  of  everything  that 
network  of  military  listening  posts,  went  on  up  to  a  distance  of  nearly  a 

In  his  Arctic  hut,  where  he  never  thousand  miles.  It  was  part  of  Bill’s 
strayed  far  from  his  instruments  and  task  to  switch  on  the  knob  at  set  times 
sensitive  listening  gear.  Bill  Delaney  to  record  what  was  going  on  up  North 
was  thinking  of  home  and  of  the  on  the  other  side  of  the  pole,  and  Bill’s 
preparations  for  Christmas.  He  long-  TV.  camera  was  specifically  aimed  at 
ed  to  be  home  now,  for  this  was  to  be  one  or  two  Russian  listening  posts  at 
the  last  Christmas  of  the  20th  century,  the  Northern  end  of  Nova ja  Zemlja 
a  memorable  occasion  indeed,  if  on-  An  automatic  film  camera  instantly  to  make  the  decisions.  Keep  saies  peopie  irom  worsmjj  dnu 

ly  for  a  few  hours  to  be  able  to  talk  to  recorded  the  received  TV.  pictures.  Thus  Northpark  was  open  and  fanidies. 

his  wife  and  play  with  his  young  son  and  once  or  twice  a  week  on  all-  Metro  Center  was  not  until  it  took  Are  we  interested  in  a  change .  We 
under  the  Christmas  tree.  He  imagin-  weather  helicopter  picked  up  the  films  matters  into  its  own  hands.  should  be. 

ed  how  together  with  his  wife  he  would  for  evaluation  at  intelligence  head-  Baptists  generally  are  opposed  to  If  it  comes  about,  however,  it  will 
show  the  little  boy  in  the  Children’s  Bi-  quarters  at  Thule.  Sunday  sales  and  actually  hold  the  because  we  have  refused  to  shop  in  the 

ble  the  pictures  of  little  Jesus  in  the  Another  beep  came  over  the  radio  key  to  the  situation.  As  Mississippi  stores  on  Sunday,  not  because  of  laws 
manger  of  Bethlehem  and  of  Mary  receiver,  followed  by  a  series  of  long  Baptists  decide,  so  will  be  the  decision  being  passed.  As  long  as  we  shop  on 

and  Joseph  with  the  donkey  and  of  whistles.  Listening  intently  through  for  Mississippi.  *  Sunday,  the  stores  will  be  open, 

animals  in  a  stable  and  of  gorgeous-  his  earphones,  however.  Bill  did  not  If  Mississippi  Baptists  stay  out  of  regardless  of  the  law. 
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Southern  Baptist  Convention 
sued  for  ^irreparable”  harm 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  A  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  couple  and  a  retired  Navy  chief 
from  Windsor,  Mo.,  filed  suit  Dec.  5 
against  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  its  Executive  Committee  in 
federal  district  court  in  Atlanta. 

The  suit,  filed  by  Robert  S.  Crowder 
and  his  wife,  Julia,  and  Henry  C. 
Cooper,  claims  the  plaintiffs  were  “ir¬ 
reparably  harmed”  by  rulings  and 
events  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
Dallas,  June  12, 1985,  concerning  elec¬ 
tion  of  the*  SBC  Committee  on  Boards. 
Commissions,  and  Standing  Commit¬ 
tees. 

The  suit  seeks  to  have  the  election 
of  the  SBC  Committee  on  Boards 
declared  illegal  and  to  prevent  the  52 
persons  elected  at  the  Dallas  conven¬ 
tion  from  serving.  It  has  also  asked 
“relief ...  to  prevent  the  defendants 
from  violating  the  legal  rights  of  the 
plaintiffs  during  the  1986  annual 
meeting,  June  10-12,  in  Atlanta. 

The  Committee  on  Boards 
nominates  persons  to  serve  as 
trustees  of  the  national  agencies  of  the 
SBC,  including  the  six  seminaries. 
They  are  elected  at  one  convention 
and  bring  their  report  to  the  subse¬ 
quent  convention. 

The  committee  is  expected  to  meet 
in  March  in  order  to  complete  its  work 
in  time  for  presentation  at  the  1986  an¬ 
nual  meeting. 

The  petition  claims  SBC  President 
Charles  F.  Stanley,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Atlanta,  made  “er¬ 
roneous  rulings”  which  ‘Violated  the 
rights”  of  the  plaintiffs  and  “depriv¬ 
ed”  them  “of  the  opportunity  ...  to 
vote”  on  matters  related  to  election  of 
the  Committee  on  Boards. 

‘The  actions  of  Dr.  Stanley  violated 
the  integrity  of  the  bylaws  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  were  in 
excess  of  his  authority  as  the 
presiding  officer  .  .  .  and  deprived  the 
plaintiffs  and  other  messengers  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  of  the 
protection  of  fair  and  unbiased  pro¬ 
cedures  which  is  guaranteed  by  the 
bylaws  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,”  the  petition  says. 

The  cause  of  action  stems  from 
events  at  the  Dallas  convention  June 


12,  in  which  the  SBC  Committee  on 
Committees  nominated  the 
52-member  Committee  on  Boards, 
Commissions  and  Standing  Com¬ 
mittees. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  amend  the 
Committee  on  Committee’s  report. 
Stanley  ruled  the  report  could  not  be 
amended  by  an  alternate  slate,  but  on¬ 
ly  one-by-one.  Messengers  rejected 
Stanley’s  ruling.  Subsequently,  on  the 
advice  of  parliamentarian  Wayne 
Alldn,  pastor  of  Briarcrest  Baptist 
Church,  Memphis,  'Tenn.,  Stanley  rul¬ 
ed  the  report  could  not  be  amended  at 
all. 

The  Crowders’  petition  says; 
“Following  this  erroneous  ruling.  Dr. 
Stanley  refused  to  allow  the  .  .  .  mo¬ 
tion  to  be  voted  on  .  .  .  and  refused  to 
recognize  any  calls  for  a  point  of  order 
from  numerous  messengers  who  at¬ 
tempted  to  appeal  his  ruling  .... 

“Plaintiffs  were  present  on  the.floor 
of  the  convention  .  .  .  and  attempted 
unsuccessfully  to  be  recognized  for 
the  purpose  of  appealing  (the)  ruling 
by  a  point  of  order  ...” 

The  petition  claims  the  nomination 
of  the  Committee  on  Boards  “was  not 
lawfully  adopted”  and  members 
“were  not  lawfully  elected  and  are 
without  authority  to  serve  in  that 
capacity.” 

The  suit  also  claims  there  is  “every 
likelihood  that  Dr.  Stanley  and  the 
defendants  will  violate  the  rights  of 
the  plaintiffs  and  other  messengers” 
at  the  1986  annual  meeting  of  the  con¬ 
vention  in  Atlanta. 

The  suit  seeks  the  court  to  declare: 

—Bylaw  16  “permits  any  registered 
messenger  to  propose  amendments  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Com¬ 
mittees  from  the  floor  ...  to 
nominate  any  individual  or  a  slate  of 
individuals  and  have  the  amendment 
voted  on  .  .  .  .” 

—Bylaw  32  “reserves  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  the  right  to  amend  the  body  of 
any  report . .  .  .” 

—Bylaw  35  “requires  that  all  pro¬ 
positions,  decisions  and  choices,  in¬ 
cluding  appeals  on  points  or  questions 
of  order  or  any  other  challenges  to 
parliamentary  rulings,  shall  be  decid¬ 
ed  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  registered 


messengers  present  and  voting  . .  . 
and  that  the  chair  is  bound  by  and  re¬ 
quired  to  obey  the  decisions  of  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  messengers  . . . .” 

—the  actions  of  Stanley  in  the  con¬ 
troversial  rulings  and  proceedings 
“were  and  are  invalid  .  . .  .” 

—the  election  of  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Boards  “was  illegal 
and  further  declaring  that  members 
purportedly  elected  .  .  .  are  without 
authority  to  serve  in  that  capacity.” 

The  suit  seeks  to  permanently  en¬ 
join  “the  defendants  (and  their 
respective  officers.  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  members,  employees  or 
agents)  from  violating,  the 
declaratory  judgments”  or  “permit¬ 
ting  the  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Boards  .  .  .  who  were  illegally 
elected  at  the  Dallas  Convention  to 
continue  to  serve." 

The  Crowders  and  Cooper  also  seek 
to  “recover  .  .  their  costs,  attorneys’ 
fees  and  related  expenses  in  bringing 
this  suit.” 

According  to  a  spokesperson  in  the 
U.S.  District  Court  Clerk’s  office  in 
Atlanta,  the  case  has  been  assigned 
to  Judge  Robert  H.  Hall,  64,  who  was 
appointed  to  the  federal  bench  in  1979. 
Previously,  he  was  a  justice  on  the 
Georgia  Supreme  Court  and  the  Court 
of  Appeals  of  Georgia. 

Jane  F.  Vehko,  an  attorney  with  the 
Atlanta  lawfirm  of  Bondurant,  Mixson 
and  Elmore,  attorneys  for  the 
Crowders  and  Cooper,  said  the  suit 
names  only  the  SBC  and  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  and  does  not 
specifically  name  President  Stanley 
or  parliamentarian  Allen.  “We  have 
the  two  corporate  entities  named  and 
in  a  judgment  the’ others  would  be 
bound.  Naming  the  individuals  was 
not  necessary.”  she  said. 

Melvin  (Pete)  Hill  Jr,  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Win^or,  .Mo., 
described  Cooper  as  an  “active 
member  .  .  .  who  regularly  attends 
conventions  of  the  SBC  and  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention.” 

Hill,  a  leader  of  the  moderate  forces 
in  Missouri  said  he  is  “not  involved  in 
the  lawsuit  in  any  way,”  added:  “I’ve 
tried  to  play  down  the  Crowder  thing. 

I  feel  for  the  Crowders  but  I  don’t  see 
it  as  a  win  situation.  .Nobody  can  win 
in  a  lawsuit.  ” 

Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor. 

Vouchers:  “parochial  aid" 
according  to  Maddox 

a 

WASHINGTON,  DC.  (EP)  -  A 
recently  unveiled  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion  proposal  to  give  disadvantaged 
students  a  choice  of  schools  has  been 
attacked  by  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State. 
Americans  United  Executive  Director 
Robert  L.  Maddox  called  the  program 
"a  transparent  attempt  to  aid 
religious  schools.” 


Federal  creche  deemed 
“historically,  legally”  ok 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the  federal¬ 
ly  sponsored  Christmas  Pageant  of  Peace  will  include  a  nativity  scene. 

Despite  protests  from  religious  and  civil  liberties  groups,  the  Pageant 
of  Peace  board  voted  Nov.  25  to  include  a  creche  in  the  display,  which 
will  be  erected  near  the  White  House. 

The  board  based  its  decision  on  a  1984  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
held  government  sponsorship  of  nativity  scenes  to  be  constitutional,  said 
Sandra  Alley,  a  National  Park  Service  spokesman.  The  board  considers 
the  inclusion  of  a  creche  to  be  “historically  and  legally  appropriate,” 
Alley  explained. 


Fall  Chautauquas  pull 
in  9,323  senior  adults 


NASHVILLE  —  Attendance  at  ten 
1985  fall  senior  adult  Chautauquas 
was  higher  than  in  any  of  the  previous 
13  years  the  conferences  have  been 
held,  and  “the  number  promise  to  be 
even  higher  for  1986,”  a  senior  adult 
leader  said. 

Horace  Kerr,  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  senior  adult  supervisor  in  the 
family  ministry  department,  said  a 
total  of  9,323  senior  adults  attended 
the  1985  Chautauquas  held  at 
Ridgecrest  and  Glorieta  Baptist  Con¬ 
ference  Centers. 

“I  really  think  this  was  our  best 
year  ever,”  Kerr  said.  “The  response 
of  the  senior  adults,  the  feeling  of  ex¬ 
citement  in  the  general  meetings  and 
the  unsolicited  statements  of  what  the 
conferences  were  meaning  to  them 


were  better  than  ever.” 

Ten  Chautauquas,  celebrating  a 
theme  of  “Worthy  of  His  Image,”  were 
held  Sept.  16-Nov.  1.  Four  were  held  at 
Glorieta,  N.M.,  and  six,  at  Ridgecrest, 
N.C.,  Kerr  said. 

“We  had  an  average  weekly  atten¬ 
dance  of  more  than  800  at  Glorieta 
and  more  than  1,000  at  Ridgecrest,”  he 
said.  ‘That’s  more  than  500  above  last 
year’s  attendance.” 

Kerr  said  he  has  set  an  attendance 
goal  of  10,000  for  the  1986  Chautau¬ 
quas,  which  will  have  a  worship 
theme  of  “Coming  of  Age.  Senior 
Adults  and  Churches.” 

Kerr  said  the  purpose  of  Chautau¬ 
quas  is  to  “lead  churches  and  senior 
adults  in  better  working  together 
through  ministry.” 


Lucille  Parker  (right),  retired  art  instructor  at  William  Carey  College.  Hattiesburg, 
Miss  .  helps  Myrtle  Lesley.  Ck)nway,  S.C.,  during  an  art  class  at  a  senior  adult  Chautau¬ 
qua  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conference  Center.  The  10  Chautauquas  at  Ridgecrest 
Glorieta  drew  9,323  —  (Photo  by  Terri  Lackey). 


Paul  V.  Breazeale  named 
endowment  fund  treasurer 


Paul  V.  Breazeale  of  Jackson  has 
been  selected  to  serve  as  the  treasurer 
of  The  Mississippi  Mission— the 
$40,000,000  unified  endowment  cam¬ 
paign  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention. 

Breazeale,  who  is  a  partner  in  the 
accounting  firm  pf  Breazeale. 
Saunders  and  O’Neil,  Ltd.,  said  he  ac¬ 
cepted  the  position  because  he 
believes  in  the  importance  of  this 
campaign  to  Mississippi  College, 
William  Carey  College,  Blue  Mountain 
College  and  The  Baptist  dJiildren’s 
Village. 

“Our  Baptist  institutions  serve  such 
a  vital  role  in  Christian  education,”  he 
said.  “It  is  extremely  important  that 
we  keep  them  financially  sound 
through  good  Christian  stewardship.” 

Breazeale  is  active  in  First  Church. 


in  Jackson,  as  a  deacon  and  Sum.ay 
School  teacher,  and  he  is  involved  on 
the  Personnel  and  Stewardship  Com- 
mittees.-He  is  also  the  treasurer  of  :  he 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
In  Jackson,  he  has  been  active  in 
the  United  Way  and  is  past  president 
of  the  Metropolitan  YMCA  and  the 
Exchange  Club.  His  statewide  lea  ler- 
ship  includes  a  term  as  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Society  of  PCAs,  He 
has  bachelor  and  MBA  degrees  from 
Mississippi  State  University. 

“The  size  of  the  campaign  and  the 
fact  that  it  will  encompass  the  three 
colleges  and  The  ( Baptist  Children’s) 
Village  means  that  we  will  be  keep¬ 
ing  very  precise  records.”  Breazeale 
explained.  “This  will  assure  that 
donor  preferences  will  be  strictly 
adhered  to.” 


November  gifts 
total 

$1,253,500 


Thursday,  December  12,  1985 


P  U;K  I  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Mississippi  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference 


November  receipts  from  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  churches  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  causes  through  the  Cooperative 
Program  totaled  $1,253,500,  according 
to  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  Jackson. 

The  Convention  Board  disburses  the 
receipts  to  the  various  budgeted 
causes  according  to  the  schedule 
passed  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  each  year. 

A  total  of  36  percent  goes  to 
Southern  Baptist  causes  outside  the 
state,  the  rest  to  Mississippi  education 
and  missions  causes. 

The  1985  budget  is  $17,500,000.  Tbtal 
income  for  the  first  11  months  of  the 
year  was  $15,608,706.  Tlie  jhx)  rata  budg¬ 
et  would  call  for  an  income  of  $16,041,667 
for  January  through  November  in 
order  for  the  total  budget  to  be  reach¬ 
ed  with  equal  monthly  income.  That 
pro  rata  budget  is  $437,961  behind.  In 
order  to  make  the  1985  Cooperative 
Program  budget,  Mississippi  Baptists 
would  give  $1,458,333  in  December. 

Noveftiber  giving  for  1985  is  $44,739 
below  that  of  November  of  1984. 


Monday,  December  30 
T.OO  Registration  Begins 

1:30  Meeting  of  Youth  Group  Leaders/Counselors  with  Rich 
Malone  in  Coliseum  Classroom 
2:00  Special  Music  —  "Redemption”  —  Gulfport 

Carol  Mabry,  Director 

2:10  Welcome  to  Mississippi  College  Dr.  Lewis  Nobles 

2:15  Theme  Interpretation  Guy  Henderson 

2:25  Joe  Shelton  —  “Live” 

2:40  MESSAGE  Eddie  Cooper 

3:00  “Mix  and  Mingle”  (Fast  Break) 

3:10  Group  Singing  Bruce  Fields 

3:30  MESSAGE  Emory  Gadd 

4:00  Dismiss. 

6:30  Group  Singing  Bruce  Fields 

CONCERT  Kenny  Marks 

Afterglow  (Celebration  time  led  by 

Rich  and  Bruce) 

Tuesday,  December  31 

9:00  Group  Singing  Bruce  Fields 

9:05  Special  Music  —  “New  Generation”  —  Pontotoc 

David  Prevost,  Director 
9:15  MESSAGE  Eddie  Cooper 

9:45  Group  Fun  Time  Rich  Malone 

9:55  Joe  Shelton  —  “Live” 

10:15  "Stand  and  Stretch”  (Fast  Break) 

10:30  MESSAGE  Emory  Gadd 

11:15  Dismiss. 

1:30  Special  Music  —  “The  Third  Day”  —  Quitman 

Wayne  Baggett,  Director 
1:40  Special  Feature  —  “Aggie  Mae”  Sylvia  Harney 

2:30  “Walk  and  Talk”  (Fast  Break) 

2:45  MESSAGE 

3:30  Homeward  Bound! 


Executive  Committee  officers 


New  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board’s  Executive  Committee 
include,  from  left,  Larry  Otis,  secretary,  layman  from  Tupelo;  Bartis  Harper,  chairman, 
pastor  of  Tylertown  Chufch,  Tylertown;  and  James  Lewis,  vice  chairman,  pastor  of 
Academy  Church,  Blue  Mountain. 


BWA  building  dedicated 


WASHING'TON  (BP)  —  Baptist  Following  an  open  house  and  ribbon 
World  Alliance  President  G.  Noel  Vose  cutting  ceremony  at  the  BWA  holding, 
asked  those  attending  the  Nov.  24  located  in  McLean,  Va.,  participants 
dedication  of  the  organization’s  new  —  including  representatives  from 
building  to  think  of  the  facility  “not  as  Yugoslavia,  Romania,  Nigeria, 
a  clerical  clearing  house  dispensing  Australia,  Mexico  and  Canada  — 
an  interminable  ticker-tape  of  memos  moved  to  McLean  Baptist  (Siurch  for 
and  letters,  but  as  a  place  where  a  the  deidication  ceremony, 
group  of  international  Christians  ex¬ 
ercise  a  deeply  biblical  prophetic  role  The  BWA  formerly  occupied  a 
in  the  world  convxxlsed  with  the  agony  building  jointly  owned  with  the 
of  its  self-inflicted  wounds.”  Vose  is  District  of  Columbia  Baptist  Conven- 
principle  of  Baptist  Theological  Col-  tion.  Expansion  of  BWA  ministries 
lege  of  Western  Australia,  Bentley,  necessitated  additional  space. 


Son  of  Marjorie 
Rowden  Kelly 
dies  in  Georgia 

Richard  Wayne  Rowden,  28,  son  of 
Marjorie  Rowden  (Mrs.  Earl)  Kelly, 
died  in  an  automobile  accident  in 
Georgia,  Dec.  7. 

Rowden.  a  member  of  First  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  was  assistant  district  at¬ 
torney  in  Hinesville,  Ga.,  and  lived  in 
Emory  Gadd  Richmond  Hill,  Ga. 

A  graduate  of  Emory  University 
and  Mercer  University  School  of  Law, 
Rowden  is  survived  by  a  daughter, 
Allison  Whitney,  18  months,  his 
mother  of  Jackson;  and  three  sisters; 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Phillips  and  Paige 
Row'den,  both  of  Nashville,  and  Mrs. 
Robin  Riggs  of  Athens,  Ga. 

Burial  will  be  in  Atlanta  at 
Westview  Cemetery,  with  a  memorial 
service  set  Dec.  15  at  First  Church, 
Hattiesburg. 

In  lieu  of  flowers,  gifts  may  be  sent 
through  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  for 
the  Paul  Rowden  School  in  Nazareth. 
Richard  Rowden’s  parents  were  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Israel.  The  school  is  nam¬ 
ed  after  his  deceased  father. 


15  -  Passenger  Church  Vans 

We  specialize  in  Church  Vans,  both  12  and  15 
passenger.  We  sell  to  all  churches  for  factory  cost  plus 
$145.00  for  service.  We  also  carry  used  Vans.  Call  for 
more  information.  Ask  for  Reggie  Frierson.  (601) 
798-8682. 

RS.  We  also  have  a  special  lease  plan  for  the  clergy 
on  any  Ford,  Lincoln,  or  Mercury. 

Dub  Herring  Ford-Lincoln  -  Mercury 
Picayune,  MS  39466. 


People  now  adays  give  up  too  easi-  because  the  bandage  needs  changing, 
ly.  They'll  donate  a  dollar  to  an  You  try  again,  again,  and  again  for 
anonymous  recipient  of  any  given  some  common  ground  of  understand- 
charity,  but  won’t  give  two  words  to  an  ing  Otherwise,  how  will  we,  as  a 
offended  neighbor— the  two  most  im-  society,  ever  be  able  to  love  our 
portant  words  of  successfully  living  neighbors  across  the  world  until  we’ve 
side-by-side— I’m  sorry.  first  learned  to  love  those  across  the 

You  don’t  throw  away  the  patient  street?— Gloria  Pitzer 


A  CHRISTMAS  MUSICAL  ABOUT  BIRTH.  REBIRTH.  AND  LIFE 


Notice  to 
church  treasurers 

I’hr  l!)K,>  tiitoks  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  (  onveiitioii  Hoard  will 
flosr  with  the  mail  received  in  our 
office  Deci-mber  :5I,  I98.">.  .\n\  >;ifts 
to  he  counted  for  l!)8,'i  must  be 
mailed  in  order  to  reach  us  h\  that 
time. 


STSVe  AOAMS 


presented 


McDowell  Road  ^ 

The  public  is  cordially  invited^||^?l^s^^ 

to  attend 

The  presentation  will  be  aired  on  ACTS, 
Channel  14.  Christmas  Eve,  at  eight  o’clock 


f  eve  Election  Day  the  opponents 

..  shook  hands  The  challenger  sighed 

Abu  ran  a  terrific  campaign.”  he  told 

Voices  from  the  past  the  incumbent.  ‘Td  be  happy  to  win 

'  by  even  one  vote  " 

■  Will  im  Carey  Colleges  Seventh  Annual  Madngal  Dinner  was  presented  by  the  Two  days  lal«*r  he  had  won  by  a 
Winte'  .  School  of  Music.  Dec  6-7  Some  of  this  year  s  performers  include  (left  to  right)  landslide  and  received  a  telegram 
Ken  F  .  sawa  Toki  City  Japa  Sarah  Odom  Sumrall  Ron  McCall,  Seminary:  anc  Ironi  his  rival  ' “What  w  ill  you  do  with 
Xiari-pii.g  Su.  Nanrnp.  Chm^  all  (hat  extra  happiness’’ ” 


O^  SB€)/9^ 


('.omposed  of  120-voit:e  Sanctuary 
t^hoir  with  a  20  member  orchestra 


FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Brookhaven,  Mississippi 

Saturday  -  December  14 
7:00  PM 

Sunday  -  December  15 
3:00  PM  7:00  PM 

Dr.  Robert  b  Self.  Pastor 
|.  (iamer  Keel,  Minister  of  .Musit 


Lindsay  reports  Rogei 
selected  as  candidate 


By  Greg  Warner 

JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  —  they’re  going  to  go,  they’re  going  to  “I  grew  up  in  the  30’s  and  40’s,”  Lind- 
Adrian  Rogers,  whose  election  as  have  to  vote  like  I  vote,  he  said,  ad-  say  said.  “You  could  go  into  any 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Cktn-  ding,  “some  of  them  may  not  be  cer-  Southern  Baptist  church  and  there 
vention  in  1979  signaled  the  beginning  tain  “what  it  is  to  be  led  by  the  Spirit  wasn’t  a  liberal  anywhere,  but  there 
of  a  seven-year  struggle  between  con-  of  God,  but  I’m  certain.  On  this  issue  are  now.  The  schools  are  cranking 
servatives  and  moderates  to  control  there  is  no  doubt.’’  them  out.” 

the  SBC  power  structure,  apparently  Lindsay  echoed  that  certainty.  “I’m  ‘This  isn’t  the  SBC  I  grew  up  in,” 
again  will  be  the  candidate  of  conser-  not  telling  you  how  to  vote,”  he  ^id.  Hunter  said, 
vatives  when  the  two  sides  square  off  “but  if  you  do  what  God  wants  you  to  After  his  address.  Vines  said  he  saw 
in  Atlanta  in  June.  do,  then  we’ll  vote  the  same  way.  He’s  no  inconsistency  in  a  member  of  the 

Although  Rogers  has  not  declared  not  going  to  lead  you  to  do  one  thing  Peace  Committee  addressing  a  clear- 
formally  his  candidacy,  the  Memphis,  and  me  another.”  ly  partisan  meeting.  ‘The  committee 

Tenn.,  pastor  report^ly  is  allowing  Hunter  urged  the  pastors  to  return  agreed  no  one  would  be  muzzled,”  he 
his  name  to  be  u^  in  a  campaign  to  to  their  churches  and  make  a  public  said,  adding  moderate  members  of 
enlist  thousands  of  messengers  to  the  commitment  to  the  conservative  ef-  the  committee  also  are  speaking  out. 
upcoming  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  fort.  “Go  public  with  it  and  be  as  Vines  said  he  was  “cautiously  op¬ 
tion.  His  intention  to  run  was  announc-  political  as  you  need  to  be,”  he  said,  timistic”  and  the  work  of  the  commit- 
ed  in  a  Dec.  6  meeting  of  about  2(X)  “Liberals  are  mean  as  snakes,”  tee.  ‘The  difficulty  is  in  pinning  down 
conservatives  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Hunter  warned.  “Anybody  who’d  deny  those  who  hold  neo-orthodox 
Jacksonville.  the  Word  of  God  doesn’t  even  know  (theological)  positions,”  he  said. 

“Our  candidate  will  be  Adrian  God.  If  Jesus  were  standing  here  to-  “They  use  our  vocabulary,  but  not  our 
Rogers,”  Homer  Lindsay  Jr,  co-pastor  day,  he  would  tell  you  his  word  is  in-  dictionary.” 

of  the  church,  told  the  group  of  pastors  errant,  infallible,  verbally  inspired,  Greg  Warner  is  associate  editor  of 
and  leaders.  “He  has  given  us  the  plenary,  the  Word  of  God.  I  am  ab-  th/  Florida  Baptist  Witness, 
right  to  use  his  name.  He  is  seriously  solutely  convinced  of  that.” 
praying  and  seeking  God’s  face  As  far  Jerry  Vines,  who  shares  the  pulpit 

as  we  know  he  will  be  the  man  to  of  First  Baptist  with  Lindsay  and  is 
represent  us  in  Atlanta.”  on  the  SBC  Peace  Committee,  re- 

Lindsay  said  he  met  in  Atlanta  Dec.  counted  the  now  familiar  charges  of 
2  with  18  other  conservative  leaders  liberalism  in  the  denomination.  A  Winston  County  Baptists  are  plan- 
who  decided  on  Rogers’  candidacy.  50-page  paper  allegedly  documenting  ning  two  revival  preparation  events  in  taught  Dec.  27  at  Calvary  cihurch 
Rogers,  pastor  of  Bellevue  Baptist  liberal  beliefs  among  college  and  advance  of  the  Good  News  America 
Church,  apparently  took  part  in  the  seminary  professors  and  employees  Revivals,  inviting  Baptist  groups  from 
meeting,  although  Lindsay  said  he  of  the  denomination  was  distributed  their  area  to  attend, 
was  noti-  “at  liberty”  to  name  the  at  the  meeting.  The  first  meeting  will  be  Jan.  9-11 

participants. 

Since  Rogers’  election  in  1979,  the  from  the  faith  to  the  point  that  if  it 
conservatives  have  controlled  the 
presidency  and  its  appointive  powers. 

In  June  of  this  year  the  conservative 

candidate,  incumbent  C^harles  Stanley  the  earth,”  Vines  charged, 
of  Atlanta,  defeated  a  challenge  from  In  addition  to  the  theological  dif- 
moderate  Winfred  Moore  of  Amarillo,  ferences.  Vines  said  the  SBC  faces 
Texas,  in  what  is  considered  the  problems  of  political  maneuvering, 
closest  and  hardest-fought  election  of  denominational  insensitivity,  ethical 
any  incumbent.  Stanley,  who  is  com-  inconsistency  and  a  loss  of  spiritual 
pleting  his  second  term,  is  ineligible  commitment, 
to  run  in  1986,  but  Moore  is  expected  “I  grew  up  in  the  50’s,”  Vines  said, 
to  be  a  candidate  again.  ‘Those  were  red-hot  days  of  winning 

Lindsay  said  conservatives  already  people  to  (Christ.  I  believe  we  are  go- 
are  organizing  in  support  of  Rogers  in  ing  to  have  revival  when  we  get  back 
many  states,  naming  Alabama,  there  to  living  Jesus  and  loving  the 
Arkansas  and  North  Carolina.  Lind-  lost.” 
say  is  chairman  of  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  in  Florida,  he  said,  adding. 

“Our  goal  is  to  have  5,000  messengers 
go  to  Atlanta  from  Florida.” 

Lindsay  said  the  Florida  effort 
began  with  a  recent  meeting  of  150 
conservatives  in  Orlando.  Fla.  He  and 
the  other  21  members  of  the  Florida 
steering  committee  who  divided  the 
state  into  an  equal  number  of 
districts,  will  hold  meetings  similar  to 
the  one  in  Jacksonville,  which  was  by 
invitation  only. 

Lindsay  said  he  invited  selected 
pastors  from  six  Baptist  associations 
in  northeast  Florida,  as  well  as  a  few 
pastors  from  southern  Georgia.  He 
said  other  pastors  whom  “I  felt  would  camp  until 
be  uncomfortable”  were  not  invited.  Camille  in  1 

Another  member  of  the  Florida  $260,000.  Tw 
steering  committee,  Harold  Hunter,  be  used  by  h 
pastor  of  North  Jacksonville  Baptist  and  two  othe 
Church,  told  the  pastors  how  to  Highway  90. 
prepare  for  the  Atlanta  convention  in  The  buld 
order  to  guarantee  each  of  their  chur-  lodge  at  Cen 
ches  has  10  messengers  committed  to  near  Kosciu 
the  conservative  candidate.  from  the  co 

“I  don’t  want  anyone  going  from  my  of  Kittiwaki 
church  that  I  have  questions  about.  If  funds. 


Church  Music  Conference  planners 


Planning  has  begun  for  the  Annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
Conference  which  will  take  place  March  6.  1986  Planners  include  (from  left)  Dan 
Hall,  director  of  the  MBCB  Church  Music  Department;  Nell  Adams,  president  of  the 
conference  and  faculty  member  at  Clarke  College;  Leon  Bedsole.  vice  president  and 
minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Biloxi;  and  Chris  Jenkins,  secretary-treasurer  and 
minister  of  music  at  First  Church.  Gautier  The  1986  meeting  will  take  place  at  First 
Church,  Natchez  with  William  J.  Reynolds  of  Southwestern  Seminary  as  principal 
speaker.  The  meeting  includes  mini-concerts  by  college  choirs  and  the  Singing 
Churchmen  For  reservations,  write  Jenkins  at  Box  37,  Gautier,  Miss.,  39553. 


“Five-talent” 
workshop  planned 
revival  preparation  for  Dec.  27 

A  five-talent  workshop  will  be 

1  near 

Petal,  9  to  12  a.m.  and  1  to  5  p.m. 

The  workshop’s  purpose  is  to  show 
how  to  teach  via  visuals.  Program 
personaHties  are  the  following: 

There  is  theological  departure  for  preachers  and  lay  persons  on  the  CLOWNING  ...  by  Sharbour  Smith 

topic  of  “Spiritual  Awakening.”  Guy  who  starred  on  the  Captain  Hook  TV 

not  faced  and  dealt  with  in  the  Henderson,  evangelism  director  of  the  series;  CHALK  ART  ...  by  Charlene 

denomination  we  will  face  the  demise  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Nicholas,  teacher  of  art  at  William 

of  the  greatest  evangelistic  force  on  will  direct  the  meeting  which  will  take  Carey  College;  Magic  Illusions  ...  by 

place  at  First  Church.  Louisville.  Sharbour  Smith,  and  A1  Fairchild. 

The  second  meeting  will  be  Feb.  7-8  who  have  worked  with  TV  and  motion 
at  South  Louisville  Church.  The  topic  pictures,  and  taught  numerous  work 
will  be  “Growing  an  Evangelistic  shops;  PUPPETS  ...  by  several  pup- 
Church,”  led  by  Bob  Campbell.  pet  teams  who  have  travelled,  per- 
The  Good  News  America  Revivals  forming  at  fairs,  etc.;  VENTRILO- 

are  scheduled  across  the  country  by  quiSM  ...  by  Sally  Smith,  a  former 

Southern  Baptist  churches  during  the  beauty  queen.  and  Miss 

month  of  April.  ‘  ,,  -  Massachusetts. 

Jerry  Stevens  is  director  of  mis-  There  is  no  registration  fee. 
sions  for  Winston  County.  For  further  An  evening  performance  of  talent 
information  concerning  these  Winston  will  be  presented  from  7  to  9.  The 


CHARTER  SERVICE 
FOR  YOUR 
TRANSPORTATION 
NEEDS? 

GIVE  US  A  CALL 
IN  MISSISSIPPI 

800-826-6849 

SHOWS  TOURS 

P  O.  Box  SSSA 

LAUREL.  MS  39442 

(601)  729-2202 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 

Gas  gives  you  more  tor  your  money. 


Kittiwake 


Clowning  around  is  serious 
business  for  Horn  Lake  troupe 


Bv  Tim  Nicholas 


Another  sketch  exaggerates,  the  home,”  he  said.  “Your  heart  may  be 
way  clowns  do,  the  difficulty  of  pick-  breaking  .  .  .  but  you  have  to  be 
ing  out  the  mote  in  a  brother’s  eye  joyous  as  a  clown.” 
when  one  has  a  beam  in  his  own  eye.  Zigit,  19-year  old  Andrew  Walthall, 
That  beam  could  knock  a  fellow  down,  says,  “You  have  to  know  how  to  control 
.  Spokesmen  for  the  clowns  are  your  feelings.”  Adds  Jingles, 
Jingles  (Gary  Coad,  an  air  traffic  paraphrasing  Scripture,  “You  truly 
specialist  for  the  FAA)  and  Bwana  become  a  new  creature.”  when  in 
( Steve  Ketchum,  maintenance  super-  clown  makeup, 
visor  at  the  church).  Jingles  is  the  Jingles  tells  of  visiting  a  woman  last 
lead  clown,  and  Bwana  remains  in  year  who  was  battling  cancer.  He’d 
“civilian”  clothes  to  help  translate  the  lost  his  brother  to  the  disease  years 
clowning  to  people.  ago  and  the  visit  was  going  to  be  dif- 

“You’ve  got  to  care  about  other  peo-  ficult  for  him.  “I  didn’t  think  I  could 
pie,”  says  Jingles,  who  has  been  in  do  it,”  he  recalled.  But  the  woman 
clowning  for  several  years,  including  over  the  phone  said  she’d  be  glad  to 
a  mission  trip  to  Brazil  as  Jingles:  see  him.  “Jingles  handled  it  where  I 
“The  kids  got  really  depressed  the  couldn’t  handle  it,”  he  said, 
first  time  they  went  to  a  nursing  The  woman  opened  up  to  Jingles, 


Sometimes,  a  group  of  First 
Church,  Horn  Lake,  members  dress 
funny  and  wear  too  much  makeup  and 
trip  over  things  and  generally  act  like 
a  bunch  of  clowns. 

But  they  do  it  on  purpose.  The  north 
Mississippi  church  has  an  active 
clown  troupe  which  offers  a  Christian 
ministry  to  nursing  homes  and  to 
church  groups. 

Their  sketches  include  tomfoolery, 
but  they  also  include  direct  messages 
concerning  the  new  life  to  be  found  in 
Christ.  One  pantomime  depicts 
faceless  people  discovering  the  Bible 
and  its  truths.  As  each  makes  the 
discovery,  his  or  her  mask  falls  away 
to  show  a  happy  face;  and  one  directs 
another  to  the  Bible. 


That  beam  in  his  eye  could  knock  a  fellow  down 


Getting  into  makeup  takes  patience  and  time. 


The  clown  troups  of  First  Church,  Horn  Lake,  includes,  from  left,  Zigit  (Andrew  Walthal);  Junior  (Mike  Mullins);  Checkers  (Ar¬ 
thur  Lewis):  Jingles  (Gary  Coad);  Twinkle  (Sonya  Mullins);  Crickette  (Christina  Depew);  and  not  pictured  are  Bubba  (Doug 
Tnomasson);  and  Bwana  (Steve  Ketchum) 

shared  her  conversion  experience  and  Checkers,  otherwise  known  as  Ar- 
.said  she  felt  the  l>ord  would  give  her  thur  Lewis,  20,  has  a  grandmother  in 
strength  when  she  needed  it.  “It  was  a  nursing  home,  and  he  goes  in 
one  of  the  most  moving  times  I’ve  costume  to  cheer  her  up.  “Basically, 
ever  "had."  said  Jingles.  Later,  other  I’m  a  cheerful  person  and  1  like  others 
women  told  Gary  fhe  woman  would  cheerful,”  he  says, 
talk  often  about  his  visit.  Jingles  has  attended  a  number  of 

ftwana  says  that  in  the  hospitals  clowning  conferences  offered  by  the 
Jingles  has  a  hard  time  leaving,  jj^nday  School  Board  and  passes  his 
Could  you  come  down  and  talk  to  my  (earning  to  the  others  in  the  group 
wife?  people  will  ask.  Strange  as  he  range  in  age  down  to  Twinkle, 

looks,  they  II  open  up  to  him,  says  newest  meiriber,  Sonva  Mullins, 

Bwana.  One  woman  had  lost  the  will  j2 
to  live,  they  were  told,  wouldn't  even  . 

oat.  “Jingles  fed  her  himself  -  got  her  ,  group  is  planning  a  summer 

to  laugh.”  says  Bwana  Another  man  taking  assignments 

was  sullen,  on  his  side,  facing  the  wall.  ve  per- 

Hey.  bro,”  shouted  Jingles  The  black  ^t  the  RA  and  GA  camps  at 

man  turned  over,  started  laughing  and  associational  camp  at  Eudora  and 
„  •  performed  at  a  recent  associational 

‘if  the  clowns  can  get  people  into  a 
relaxed  atmosphere,  “We  get  their  393-7620. 

contidence  first  and  start  expressing  “Clowning  is  giving  of  yourself  and 
God  s  love  in  a  more  tangible  way.”  expecting  nothing  in  return,”  says 
says  Jingles.  “It  opens  up  avenues  a  Jingles.  Adds  Bwana,  “Clowning  is 
lot  faster.  ”  hard  work.” 


Paula  Thornton,  a  helper  of  clowns,  hands  a  hanky  to  a  member  as  Bubba  (Doug 
Thomasson)  gets  into  costume. 


Zigit  reads  from  the  Scripture  during  a 
sketch. 


A  "faceless  one”  is  about  to  discover  the  new  life  in  Christ  during  a  sketch 


Marcos  Gomes  and  the 
Bible  School  of  the  Air 


Sometimes  I  wear  a  small  pin  that 
shows  an  open  Bible,  a  radio  tower, 
and  the  words,  Escola  Biblica  do  Ar. 
It  was  given  to  me  by  David  Gomes, 
director  of  the  Brazilian  radio  pro¬ 
gram  which  has  chosen  as  its  scrip¬ 
ture  Romans  10;  17  —  “Faith  cometh 
by  hearing  and  hearing  by  the  word 
of  God.” 

The  Bible  School  of  the  Air  was 
begun  in  1949  as  a  five-minute  radio 
program  of  Bible  questions  and 
answers.  It  was  started  by  David 
Gomes  and  the  Tijuca  Baptist  Church 
of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  where  he  was  then 
pastor.  One  church  member  said, 
“Our  program  is  like  a  Sunday 
School.”  So  they  called  it  the  Bible 
School  of  the  Air. 

This  radio  program  and  its 
outreach  grew.  It  went  on  shortwave 
to  reach  all  of  Brazil,  and  then  onto  in¬ 
ternational  networks,  to  reach 
Portuguese-speaking  people  in  many 
countries. 

In  1953,  the  program  was  registered 
as  a  legal  entity;  a  Bible  school  board 
was  elected,  made  up  of  Brazilian 
Baptist  pastors  and  laymen.  That 
same  year,  on  March  3,  a  son,  Marcos 
David,  was  born  to  David  Gomes  and 
his  wife,  Haydee.  ( David,  besides  be¬ 
ing  director  of  the  Bible  School  of  the 
Air,  is  also  pastor  of  the  Church  of 
Hope  in  downtown  Rio;  and  author; 
a  preacher  in  many  evangelistic 
crusades;  and  Baptist  seminary 
professor.) 

Marcos  David  is  33  now.  A  few 
weeks  ago,  he  and  his  father  were  in 
Jackson  for  a  half  day.  Mama  and  I 
met  them  at  the  airport.  They  came 
with  us  to  the  Baptist  Building  for  an 
hour  or  so,  went  to  visit  Rosalee  Mills 
Appleby  in  Canton,  and  then  Mr.  Owen 
Cooper  took  them  on  to  Yazoo  City, 
where  David  was  to  speak  at  First 
Baptist  Church  that  night. 

This  was  Marcos’  first  trip  to  the 
United  States.  An  engineer  and  a 
graduate  of  a  university  in  Rio,  he  last 
year  decided  to  leave  his  position  with 
a  large  construction  company  and  to 
become  administrator  of  the  Bible 
School  of  the  Air.  "Why?”  I  asked  him. 

“I  was  impressed  as  I  looked  at  the 
Bible  School,”  he  told  me.  “I  saw  the 
great  scope  of  its  ministries,  and  I 
realized  I  wanted  to  help  make  this 
work  continue.  I  realized  that  my  dad 
had  given  almost  his  whole  life  to  this 
cause.  In  order  that  it  might  continue 
after  his  death,  I  wanted  to  work  side 
by  side  with  him,  to  feel  the  weight 
and  the  possibilities  of  it.  At  the  same 
time,  I  would  be  learning  about  how 
it  is  run.  Entering  into  the  planning 
has  enlarged  my  vision  of  it.” 

The  Bible  School  of  the  Air  head¬ 
quarters  is  in  the  Building  of  Faith  in 
Rio.  (The  unusual  story  of  this 
building  is  told  in  my  book.  When 
Faith  lYiumphs.)  Its  many  radio  pro¬ 
grams  are  aired  across  Brazil; 
through  HCJB  of  Quito,  Ecuador;  and 
on  Transworld  Radio  from  Bonaire.  It 
still  offers  Bible  correspondence 
courses  at  no  charge.  Also  it  offers 


counseling  sessions  at  no  charge;  a 
24-hour  “Phone  of  Love”  prayer  line; 
a  Christian  publication  service 
(books,  tracts,  tapes,  records) ;  an  en¬ 
campment  program;  evangelism 
crusades;  and  legal  and  medical 
assistance  for  needy  people.  It  helps 
to  start  mission  points  and  new 
churches. 

The  Bible  School  of  the  Air  holds 
noonday  worship  services  daily  for  of¬ 
fice  workers  and  others  in  the 
downtown  area  (The  Church  of  Hope 
is  also  located  in  the  Building  of 
Faith. ) 

Marcos  Gomes  for  ten  years  work¬ 
ed  as  an  engineer,  in  the  designing  and 
construction  of  large  building  com¬ 
plexes.  In  his  first  assignment, 
building  72  buildings  with  three  floors 
each,  he  was  responsible  for  oversee¬ 
ing  the  work  of  7(K)  men.  Then  from 
1973  until  1982,  as  the  company  bran¬ 
ched  out  into  North  Mato  Grosso  and 
South  Mato  Grosso,  Parana,  he  was 
over  2,000  men. 

1  asked  him  if  he  were  sorry  he  had 
left,  to  work  with  the  Bible  ^hool  of 
the  Air.  “No,”  he  emphasized.  “I  did 
feel  pride  in  building  ^physical 
buildings,  but  now  I  see  grfeat  in 
the  spiritual  building  1  see  going  up.” 

He  added,  “It  is  much  easier  to 
build  big  buildings,  from  the  grass 
roots,  from  bottom  to  top,  than  it  is  to 
build  the  Bible  School,  from  the  top 
down  (depending  on  God  for  the 
building. )  It  is  impossible  to  build  an 
edifice  from  the  top  down.  It  is  im¬ 
possible,  to  build  the  Bible  School  from 
the  bottom  up!” 

"Daily,”  he  said,  “1  see  so  many  peo¬ 
ple  coming  to  God  through  Jesus.” 
Hundreds  over  the  years  have  made 
professions  of  faith  as  a  result  of 
listening  to  these  radio  programs,  and 
have  written  in  to  tell  about  their  ex¬ 
perience  of  salvation.  One  woman 
wrote  that  19  in  her  family  had 
become  Christians  as  a  result  of 
listening  to  the  Bible  School  of  the  Air, 
and  from  the  nucleus  a  church  had 
been  formed. 

“We  hope  by  the  year  2,000  to 
discover  many  new  areas  into  which 
we  can  penetrate  with  the  gospel 
message  by  radio,  and  also  with 
television.” 

Besides  his  duties  as  administrator, 
Marcos  is  partner  in  an  engineering 
firm  which  helps  churches  with  their 
building  construction.  In  this  way,  he 
can  continue  to  use  his  engineering 
talent,  as  architectural  and  engineer¬ 
ing  consultant.  This  company  has  an 
office  in  the  Building  of  Ixve,  a  Bible 
School  property  next  door  to  the 
Building  of  Faith. 

“My  family  gives  me  help  and 
understanding,”  he  said.  His  lovely 
wife,  Deise,  is  a  medical  doctor.  When 
I  met  her  in  1978,  she  was  also  pianist 
for  the  Church  of  Hope.  They  have  a 
son,  Felipe,  3,  and  a  daughter, 
Glaucra,  6. 

The  Bible  School  of  the  Air  has 
never  had  any  advertising  sponsors. 
In  the  beginning,  David  told  the  owner 


Marcos  Gomes,  left,  and  his  father,  David  Gomes,  recently  visited  in  the  Baptist 
Building.  Marcos  is  administrator  of  the  Bible  School  of  the  Air  in  Brazil  and  David 
is  the  director. 


of  one  radio  station  that  the  sponsor 
is  God.  He  still  maintains  that.  Offer- 
mgs  received  through  the  mail  from 
listeners  have  met  the  expenses  from 
day  to  day  through  36  years. 

In  the  brochure  left  on  my  desk,  I 
read  that  the  Bible  School  of  the  Air 
needs  “an  Ampex  recorder  used  or 
new,  a  TV  filming  machine,  a  cassette 
copier  or  two,  and  wheel  tapes.”  For 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— Messengers 
to  the  1986  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  Atlan¬ 
ta  June  10-12  who  want  to  insure  they 
have  a  copy  of  the  1986  Book  of 
Reports  must  order  them  prior  to 
March  15. 

This  is  the  first  time  orders  have 
been  taken  and  is  in  response  to  the 
record  registration  at  the  1985 
meeting  in  Dallas  which  caused 
numerous  messengers  to  do  without 
the  reports  when  the  supply  ran  out. 

Books  may  be  ordered  by  filling  out 
the*attached  coupon  and  mailing  it, 
along  with  a  check  payable  to  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  for  $3.50  for  each 
book  to: 

BOOK  OF  REPORTS 

901  Commerce  Street,  Suite  7.50 

Nashville,  Tenn.  37203 

A  receipt  will  be  sent  to  those  order; 
ing  which  can  be  used  to  secure  a  copy 
of  the  reports  in  the  registration  area 
at  the  Atlanta  convention  site,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  Executive  Committee 
spokesman.  Individuals  who  order 
and  are  then  unable  to  attend  the  con¬ 
vention  may  return  their  receipt  to  the 
above  address  and  a  copy  of  the  book 
will  be  mailed  to  th6m  immediatley 
following  the  convention. 

Due  to  publishing  deadlines  no 
copies  can  be  mailed  prior  to  the 
convention. 


information  on  this  ministry  contact 
Priority  One  International,  Inc.,  at 
Park  Centre,  Suite  160,  Plano,  Tex. 
75074. 


"Daily  1  feel  the  blessing  of  God." 
Marcos  declared.  “Daily,  as  our  work 
grows.  I  realize  it  is  because  more 
people  are  binding  us  in  prayer.” 


A  limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
Hook  of  Reports  will  be  available,  to 
those  who  do  not  preorder.  These  will 
be  sold  on  a  first-come,  first-served 
basis  tor  $4  each  at  the  registration 
desk. 

It  is  requested  that  a  separate  form 
be  used  for  each  book  ordered. 
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Turks,  Caicos 
receive  help 
for  Kate  damage 

WHITBY,  North  Caicos  (BP)  - 
Baptists  are  helping  about  70  families 
who  lost  homes  in  November  as  Hur¬ 
ricane  Kate  lashed  the  Turks  and 
Caicos  Islands  northeast  of  Cuba 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  Ed 
and  Joyce  Perimon,  who  work  on  the 
islands,  assisted  Baptist  businessman 
Lou  Hendfeld  of  North  Caicos,  who 
distributed  almost  200  food  packages. 
Purchased  with  $3,800  in  hunger  relief 
funds  sent  by  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  the  packages 
helped  families  in  North  Caicos,  the 
worst-hit  island.  The  board  sent 
another  $3,200  to  buy  roofing  and 
other  construction  materials  as 
rebuilding  begins. 

Hurricane  Kate,  which  damaged 
Cuba  extensively  caused  relatively  lit¬ 
tle  destruction  and  no  deaths  in  the 
other  Turks  and  Caicos  Islands,  Mrs. 
Perimon  said  But  the  storm  hit  North 
Caicos  hard,  destroying  at  least  70 
homes  knocking  dow  n  power  lines 

INvo  Southern  Baptist  electricians 
from  Te.\as  went  to  the  island  Nov.  23 
to  help  restore  electrical  power,  but 
the  airline  they  flew  lost  thier  elec 
trical  equipment  in  transit  After 
waiting  several  days  the  two  men 
returned  to  the  "Dnited  States 


Whatever  a  man’s  age  may  be.  he 
can  reduce  it  several  years  by  putting 
a  bright-colored  flower  in  his  but 
tonhole.  -  MARK  TWAl.N 


Education  Commission  officers 


New  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Education  Commission  include  Eddie  M 
Smith,  left,  vice  chairman,  president  of  East  Central  Junior  College.  Decatur  John 
G.  Brock,  right,  chairman,  pastor  of  Ackerman  Church.  Ackerman  and  not  pictured. 
Robert  Upchurch,  secretary,  a  Tupelo  layman. 


1986  SBC  Book  of  Reports 
preorder  deadline  March  15 


*•»***••***••*•»••*•*•*••***•**•****••••*•••♦•••***•••♦•••**»*•******•♦**••*•••**♦,♦•*•*•***••**’  '***••*••••*»• 

'I  BOOK  OF  REPORTS  ORDER  FORM 
Name  - 

Street  Address  _ _ _  --  _  -  - 

City _ _  .  State  Zip  Lode 

(USE  A  SEPARATE  FORM  FOR  EACH  BOOK  ORDERED) 

Please  send  the  order  form  along  with  a  check  for  $3.50  to; 

BOOK  OF  REPORTS 

901  Commerce  Street,  Suite  750 

Nashville.  Tbnn.  37203 


Corinth  Church.  Heidelberg: 
^  revival  and  watch  ni^t  services; 

y  Dec.  29-Jan.  1;  Sun.  services,  11  a.m. 

'^  30  p.m.;  Mon.,  7  p.m.,  Hal 
Ly  fy  Taylor,  Butler,  Ala.,  preaching;  Tues., 

7  p.m.-12  p.m..  Searchers  Quartet, 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  -  singing;  Hal  Taylor;  Leroy  Craven, 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC,  has  Laurel;  Richard  WaUace,  Hickory; 
named  Jennifer  Bryon  Owen  as  pro-  Tommy  Parker,  Heidelberg;  and 
ducts  group  manager.  Carol  Kelly  and  Lester  Gardner,  Sharon,  preaching; 
Donna  Maples,  past  communications  refreshments  served;  Wed.,  7  p.m., 
group  manager  and  training  design  Hal  Thylor;  Edd  Holloman,  pastor, 
group  manager  respectively,  have 
been  elected  to  the  Tennessee  WMU 
staff. 

Owen  is  the  first  to  hold  this  new 
position.  She  will  be  responsible  for 
managing  the  work  of  the  products 
editors,  editorial  assistants  and  artists 
relating  to  the  WMU  administrative 
magazine  Dimension  and  to  products 
development. 

Prior  to  coming  to  national  head¬ 
quarters,  Owen  owned  a  public  rela¬ 
tions  and  marketing  firm.  For  13 
years,  she  was  employed  at  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville, 

Tenn.,  working  in  the  book  store  divi-' 

Sion  and  for  Broadman  Press. 


First  Church,  Aberdeen  held  its  Acteens  and  GAs  recognition  ceremony, 
Nov  17.  Girls  in  Action  receiving  Missions  Adventures  Badges  were  (top 
photo)  Shane  Hawkins,  Deanna  Roberts,  April  Owen,  Shannon  and  Kim 
Roebuck,  Corey  Patterson,  Le  Sonya  Carson,  Melanie  Andrews,  Janice 
Gosa,  Jamie  Ray,  Whitney  Irvin  and  Nicole  Roberts. 

(Bottom  photo)  Jennifer  Roberts  and  Joylin  Davis  were  recognized  tor  their 
completion  of  the  Queen  level  in  Studiact.  Their  crown  bearers  were  Dean¬ 
na  Roberts  and  Rachel  Wright. 


I  Gene  Neal  has 
recently  been  call- 
ed  to  First  Church, 
Brandon,  as  min- 
ister  of  youth  and 
JH  activities.  He  goes 
Hk  a  similar 

position  at  First 
Church,  Oxford. 
HI  Neal  and  his  wife, 
Neal  Linda,  have  one 

child.  Holly,  3  years  old. 


Late  Model 
Activity  Bos 
Disposal  Sale 


Will  McKaney, 
was  licensed  to 
the  gospel  minis- 
try. 

Parkway  Church, 
Natchez.  McRane>’ 
a 

Mississippi  State 
^^^kUniversity.  He  is 
M  ^^^Ithc  son  of  Mr.  and 
McRaney  Mrs.  Will  Mc- 
Raney,  Sr.  of  Natchez,  and  is  married 
to  the  former  Sandy  Vandevender  of 
Pascagoula.  Gerald  Buckley  is  pastor. 


The  adult  choir  of  Grandview 
Church,  Pearl,  will  present  the  Sing¬ 
ing  Christmas  Tree,  Dec.  22,  at  6  p.m„ 
followed  by  Christmas  dinner  at  7  p,m. 
in  fellowship  hall  Wade  Chappell  is 
pastor 


N.^SHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  -  Jerry 
.M.  Self,  public  affairs  and  Christian 
life  consultant  with  the  Tennessee 
Baptist  Convention.  Brentwood. 
Tenn.,  has  been  named  assistant 
director  of  the  Education  Commission 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


cm  lien  pew  cisiiions: 

Manuractiired  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  18fi,  .Meridian, 
.Miss.  :{!);{(II.  Since  tsiw.  Phone 
(601)  6!)3-4l.>l. 


Pa'^i'way  Church.  Natchez,  recently  ordained  four  new  deacons.  Pictured,  (left  to 
riy^ti  are  Randy  Graves,  Greg  Davis.  Kenny  Jackson,  and  Johnny  Jones.  Gerald 
BucKiey  is  pastor 


NEEDED:  Newly  formed  mission 
needs  No  money  but  much 
need.  Horseshoe  Bend  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sion  on  Lake  of  Ozarks.  Guy  O. 
Thomas,  Rt.  73,  Box  395,  Lake 
Ozark,  MO  65049. 


.Mrs.  R.T.  Buckley  .Sr.,  mother  of  R.  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  RoyL.  McKay,  mis-  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  .Michael  D.  Racey. 
T.  Buckley,  missionary  to  Bangladesh,  sionaries  to  the  Philippines,  report  a  missionaries  to  Chile,  are  the  parents 
died  Nov.  14  in  Picayune.  Miss  He  is  change  of  address  (Romulo  St.,  of  Travis,  born  Oct.  29.  They  may  be 
a  native  of  Picayune.  His  wife,  the  Camiling  Thrlac,  Philippines  2111).  A  addressed  at  Apartado  1(X),  2350  San 
former  Frances  Goynes,  was  born  in  native  of  Texas,  he  was  born  in  Francisco  de  Dos  Rios,  San  Jose, 
Gibson,  Miss.,  but  spent  much  of  her  Levelland  and  considers  Lamesa  his  Costa  Rica.  They  consider  Biloxi, 
childhood  in  Maringouin,  La.  Ap-  hometown.  She  is  the  former  Marcia  Miss.,  their  hometown.  The  former 
pointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  Parrish  of  Starkville.  Miss.  They  were  Annette  Evans,  she  was  bom  in 
in  1967,  they  may  be  addressed  at  Rt.  appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Mobile,  Ala.  They  were  appointed  by 
2,  Box  9,  Picayune,  Miss.  39466.  Board  in  1983.  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1984. 


iBMage. 


DISNEY  WORLD,  EPCOT,  Janu¬ 
ary  27-31.  $250  per  person  double 
occupancy  including  lodging, 
tickets,  breakfast.  Shows  Tours, 
Box  2554,  Laurel.  MS  39442  (  601) 
729-2202;  1-800-826-6849. 


Mississippi 
Bus  Center 

lelepiMNM  («1)«SZ-2»12 
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Devotional 


Journalist  missionaries 
selected  to  begin  program 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  The 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  has  selected  initial  personnel 
for  a  new  communications  plan  which 
will  feature  firsthand  reporting  of 
missi(His  through  a  system  of  four  pro¬ 
fessionally  trained  missionary  cor¬ 
respondents  assigned  to  areas  around 
the  world. 

Robert  O’Brien,  the  board’s 
overseas  news  coordinator,  will  direct 
development  and  professional  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  system  from  Richmond,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bob  Stanley,  news  and  in¬ 
formation  services  director  and  chief 
of  the  Richmond  (foreign)  bureau  of 
Baptist  Press,  news  service  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Michael  CJhute,  35,  former  manag¬ 
ing  editor  of  the  Missouri  Baptist 
newsjournal.  Word  and  Way,  and 
Craig  Bird,  36,  Baptist  Press  feature 
editor  at  the  home  office  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  are  expected  to  work  with 
O’Brien  as  the  first  two  overseas  cor¬ 
respondents. 

The  board’s  human  resources  sub¬ 
committee  approved  Bird  and  his 
wife,  Melissa,  Nov.  19  to  be  recom¬ 
mended  for  missionary  appointment 
next  April,  pending  completion  of 
seminary  study  required  of  mis¬ 
sionaries.  Bird  will  leave  Baptist 
Press  Dec.  31  to  enroll  at 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

Chute,  who  accepted  the  new  post  in 
October,  will  begin  partial  duties  im¬ 
mediately.  He  and  his  wife,  Kathie,  a 
Mississippian,  will  return  to  the 
United  States  next  August  for  furlough 
from  Brazil,  where  they  have  been 
assigned  as  missionaries  since 
September  1982.  He  has  been  news 
and  information  coordinator  for  the 
South  Brazil  Mission  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro. 

The  Chutes  and  the  Birds  will  have 
several  months  of  orientation  at  the 
board  in  Richmond  before  moving  ful¬ 
ly  into  their  areawide  assignments. 
Chute  will  report  on  missions  in  Latin 
America,  working  out  of  Brasilia, 
Brazil;  Bird  will  report  on  missions 
in  Africa,  from  a  home  base  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya. 

The  overseas  correspondents'  main 
function  will  be  to  tell  the  story  of  mis¬ 
sions  through  a  variety  of  channels  to 
U.S.  audiences.  They  also  will  work 
directly  with  field  missionaries  to 
help  them  improve  efforts  to  com¬ 
municate  the  impact  of  missions. 

O’Brien,  former  Baptist  Press  news 
editor  in  Nashville,  joined  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  staff  in  1980  to  field  test 
the  system.  After  two  years  of 
preparation  in  Richmond,  Robert  and 
Shirley  Bradley  O’Brien  and  their 
*  sons,  Eric  and  Paul,  moved  to  Nairobi 
for  two  years  to  conduct  a  pilot  study 
of  the  overseas  system. 

O'Brien,  a  South  Carolinian,  earn¬ 
ed  a  B.A.  degree  in  journalism  and 
history  from  Washington  &  Lee 
University,  Lexington,  Va  ,  and 
masters  in  journalism  and  religious 
education  from  Northwestern  Univer¬ 
sity,  Evanston,  III.,  and  Southern 
Seminary. 


Before  joining  Baptist  Press  in  1973, 
O’Brien  spent  eight  years  in  Baptist 
journalism  and  seven  in  secular  jour¬ 
nalism.  He  was  press  director  for  the 
Baptist  General  Convention  of  Texas 
and  an  associate  magazine  editor  for 
the  Baptist  Brotherhood  Commission. 
Earlier  he  worked  as  a  reporter  and 
editor  on  newspapers  in  Virginia.  He 
has  been  a  visiting  professor  twice  at 
Southern  seminary. 

C^ute,  born  in  Illinois  and  reared  in 
Missouri,  has  a  B.A.  degree  in  jour¬ 
nalism  from  Oklahoma  Baptist 
University,  Shawnee.  He  has  a 
masters  in  communications  from 
Southwest  Missouri  State  University, 
Springfield,  and  attended  Midwestern 
Seminary,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Besides  being  Word  and  Way 
managing  editor.  Chute  has  been  in¬ 
formation  specialist  at  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board,  director  of 
public  relations  at  Southwest  Baptist 
University,  and  public  relations  con¬ 
sultant  at  Midwestern  seminary. 

Bird  was  born  in  Arkansas  and 
reared  in  Texas.  He  earned  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  journalism  from 
the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin.  He 
also  did  36  semester  hours  of  graduate 
study  at  Hardin-Simmons  University, 
Abilene,  Texas  and  Tennessee  State 


University,  Nashville. 

Before  joining  Baptist  Press  in  1982, 
Bird  was  director  of  news  and  infor¬ 
mation  at  Hardin-Simmons  Universi¬ 
ty,  director  of  communications  and 
houseparent  at  the  South  Texas 
Children’s  Home,  and  reporter  and 
editor  on  newspapers  in  Oklahoma 
and  Texas. 

Besides  church  and  home  respon¬ 
sibilities  as  missionaries,  Katherine 
Benge  Chute  and  Melissa  Jackson 
Bird  expect  to  assist  their  husbands 
in  their  professional  responsibilities. 

Mrs.  Chute,  a  Mississippian,  is  a 
graduate  of  William  Carey  College, 
Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  and  earned  a 
masters  in  communication  from 
Southwest  Missouri  State  University. 
A  former  editorial  assistant  for  Bap¬ 
tist  Press,  she  also  has  been  an  adver¬ 
tising  copy  writer,  communications 
director,  and  public  relations 
consultant. 

Mrs.  Bird,  a  Texan,  is  a  graduate  of 
San  Jacinto  (Allege,  Pasadena,  Ttexas, 
and  has  been  a  teacher,  houseparent, 
secretary,  press  room  assistant  and 
printing  firm  sales  representative. 

TTe  Chutes  have  two  children,  Ryan 
Douglas  and  Kristen  Leigh-Anne,  and 
the  Birds  have  two  children,  Col^ 
Alan  and  Brant  Michael. 


Bethlehem  of  Judea 

By  Don  Nerren 

Matthew  2:1  and  Luke  2:7  tells  us  that  Jesus  our  wonderful  Lord  was  born 
in  Bethlehem.  Here  4,000  years  back,  Jacob  buried  his  beloved  Rachel.  Here 
was  the  home  of  Naomi  and  where  she  met  her  kinsman,  Boaz,  the  great- 

^  ^  f  ^  1 1  grandson  of  David.  Here  Samuel  annointed  David  to  be  the 

king  of  Israel  (I  Samuel  16:13). 

Today  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  is  a  sacred  grotto.  The 
Hw  roof  of  the  Nativity  was  marred  by  Constantine,  where  he 

pierced  a  hole  in  the  cave  so  that  he  could  look  down  into 
the  place  where  many  say  our  Lord  was  born.  Thus,  he 
erected  an  altar  over  the  place  which  is  still  there. 

This  sacred  grotto  is  a  basilica  filled  with  mosaic  pedi- 
ment  and  many  lighted  candles  cared  for  by  the  Arme- 
nians,  the  Greek  Orthodox,  and  the  Latins. 

Nerren  As  I  approached  this  holy  place  last  Christmas,  I  did  it 

with  great  awe  and  reverence.  I  did  not  notice  so  much  the  beautiful  mosaics 
or  the  silver  star  that  marks  the  birthplace  of  our  Lord  Jesus. 

With  my  heart  beating  out  of  my  chest,  on  my  knees  I  peered  down  into 
the  cave  and  saw  the  spot  where  many  believe  our  blessed  Lord  Jesus  was 
born  in  the  long  ago,  I  saw  only  “the  place’’  where  my  God  stepped  into  human 
history  long  ago  as  a  real  man. 

The  experience  spoke  volumes  to  my  heart  and  I  knew  afresh  that  Jesus 
was  alive.  I  bowed  my  head  in  great  humility  and  thanked  our  dear  God  for 
loving  us  so  much  that  he  would  give  up  his  only  Son  to  be  born  of  a  virgin 
woman;  and  thus,  he  began  a  short  journey  that  would  take  him  to  the  cross 
of  Calvary  where  he  would  die  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 

Jesus,  the  Son  of  the  living  God,  the  second  person  of  the  great  mysterious 
'Trinity,  is  alive.  He’s  alive! 

With  no  fantastic  fan-fare,  only  a  single  star,  a  few  shepherds  and  an  angel 
choir,  our  Lord  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea.  Born,  all  man  and 
yet  all  God,  to  live  and  die  so  all  could  live  forever.  He  alone  is  the  Christ  of 
Christmas  Day.  He  is  the  Jesus,  ever  living  and  interceding  in  1985.  He  will 
be  the  same  tomorrow. 

Nerren  is  pastor.  Center  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Hamilton. 


Ijost  hope  is  the  undertaker's  best 
friend. 


Amory  GAs  and  Acteens 


GAs  and  Acteens  of  Meadowood  Church.  Amory,  held 
their  recognition  service.  Nov.  3.  The  theme  was  "My  Promise 
To  God,"  The  service  was  dedicated  to  Mrs  Evelyn  Randle, 
"for  her  love  of  missions."  GAs  participating  in  the  service  were 
(top  photo)  first  row,  I  to  r,  Rebeceah  Duke.  Amber  Rowland. 
Michelle  Gates,  Cherish  Jernigan.  Brandi  White.  Emily  Coker, 
Jennifer  Rodabough.  Kim,  Wade.  Tracy  Duke,  Bndgette 
Langford  Second  row.  I  to  r.‘ Samantha  Morgan  Branna  Coker. 
Misti  Walls.  Kristi  Barrett.  Jennifer  Harlow.  Lon  Pearson. 
Elizabeth  Hover.  Third  row.  I  to  r,  Marlane  Rodabough.  Christy 
Jackson  Alysha  Pace.  Gigi  Pearson.  Emily  Best  and  Shae 


Owen  GA  directors  and  leaders  are  Harriet  Coker  Gloria  Coker, 
and  Donna  Wardlaw 

Acteens  participating  were  (bottom  photo)  first  row.  I  to  r. 
Christy  Cox.  Jamie  Adams,  Brian  Logan  (escort),  Candi  Hover 
Tina  Stanford.  Johnny  Cole  (escort),'Candi  Walls,  Yvonna  Or- 
rell  Second  row,  I  to  r,  Melissa  Cox.  Tommy  Key  (escort),  Angie 
Logan.  Mary  Hover.  Masha  Key  Brian  Jernigan  lescori)  Steve 
Gallop  (escort).  Anissa  Peden.  Tina  Key,  Lane  Wade  (escort) 
Susan  Reeves,  Angela  Stanford,  Lana  Mason  Directors  are 
Mrs  Joni  Gates  and  Mrs  Patti  Hawkins.  Danny  Powell  is  pastor 


Isn  t  It  time  yqg  got  "off  the  main 
road "  of  your  busy  life  to  recall  the 
treasures  of  your  past? 

Off  the  Main  Road,  a  collection 
o*  fifty  personal  experiences,  will 
bring  you  both  laughter  and  tears. 

"Beware  of  Beggar  Lice." 

Scooping  Up  Mayhaws, '  "Syrup 
Bucket  Lunch.'  and  "Kwitcher- 
bellyakin"  are  among  the  intrigu¬ 
ing  chapter  titles 

Great  as  a  gift  book  Christians 
will  find  personal  devotional 
material  as  well  as  a  wealth  of  il¬ 
lustrations  for  use  in  teaching  and 
preaching 

$595 

Author  Jerry  Mixon  a  former 
evangelist,  is  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church.  Winona,  Mississippi 


At  your  Baptist  Book  Store 

ffiRQADMAN 


in  this  struggle.  day.  Look  about  you  and  see  God’s 

Dr.  Patterson  is  to  be  commended  great  sky,  mountains,  forests,  etc. 
for  his  convictions.  He  refused  to  Church  attendance  and  Bible  reading  Editor : 

change  those  convictions  even  though  on  Sunday  will  enrich  your  living  and  The  open  enrollment  period  in  the 

it  cost  him  his  source  of  income.  But  give  you  more  zest  to  live  during  the  church  insurance  plans  we  administer 

when  one  becomes  a  part  of  a  Baptist  following  work  week.  You  will  prob-  at  the  Annuity  Board  closed 
church  or  is  employed  by  a  Baptist  in-  ably  also  increase  your  longevity  of  November  30,  1985.  I  thought  you 
stitution,  one  agrees  to  abide  by  the  life!  might  like  a  report  on  this  extraor- 

decision  of  the  majority,  and  this  Dr.  If  you  agree  with  the  above  com-  dinary  marketing  effort. 
Pjitter<sfkn  issue  Patterson  refused  to  do.  mente,  “talk  it  up”  with  your  relatives  It  appears  that  the  applications 

1  ne  raiiersso  i  s  There  has  been  prolonged,  painful,  and  friends.  Let  us  “stand  up  and  be  from  our  Southern  Baptist  churches 

Editor:  public  exposure  of  our  differences;  counted”  to  keep  the  sabbath  day  a 

I  want  to  respond  to  Mr.  Sims  con-  and  no  doubt  much  of  this  has  been  holy  day  for  God! 

cerning  the  dismissal  of  Dr.  Farrar  either  incomplete  or  distorted.  I  am  Robert  S.  Leigh 

Patterson.  I  still  do  not  understand  ^  firmly  convinced  that  if  we  give  ade-  Jackson 

words,  fundamental,  conservative,  quate  time  to  those  whom  we  have 

and  liberal.  I  have  heard  these  used  elected,  we  will  see  problems  resolv-  Muslim  debate  in  London 
in  anger,  frustration,  and  sometimes  ed,  not  in  anger,  not  in  witch  hunts,  but  g . 

whisper^  as  a  warmng  so  that  ^e  through  loving  redemptive  actioi^  Iwanttocallattentiontoanupcom- 
can  avoid  ano  her  Sometim^  th^  which  wiU  g  orify  God,  and  help  debate  between  Dr.  Anis  Shorrosh, 
have  sounded  like  cuss  wortk  u^  Southern  Baptiste  to  grow.  ^  Palestinian  Christian,  and 

to  define  one  with  whom  another  Let  us  pray  for  those  whom  we  have  ^  proponent  of  the 

disagrees.  chosen  to  serve  in  positions  of  respon-  religion 

Our  trustees,  according  to  some  ac-  sibility.  Difficult  decisions  are  the  rule  io  a 

counts,  consist  of  tnndannentaUsts,  cathe?  than  the  exceptions  for  these 
conservatives,  and,  God  forbid,  a  few  people, 
liberals.  This  charge  was  published  Ken  Pickens 

when  the  trustees  were  divided  on  the  pastor,  Grace 

issue  of  dismissal  of  Dr.  Patterson.  Vicksburg 

The  liberals  wanted  to  dismiss  him. 
and  the  conservatives  wanted  to  keep  Work  in  China 
him.  \  w  these  three  groups  have  £ditor- 
come  t  .ether  in  agreement  That  is  j  ^  ^ 

nothin  shortofamiracleJNowi  we  you  for  your  excellent 
can  ji  c  determine  wh^her  the  fun- 

dame,  talists  become  liberals  or  vice  o„dergirding  the  work 
versa,  we  can  decide  whether  to  china.  Your  editorial 
praise  all  of  them  or  try  to  fire  all  of  meaningful  to  me  in  tlu 

1  .1-  *  1  the  fact  that  our  minis 

I  l^lieve  these  men  struggled  long 

and  hard,  discussed  each  issue  with  , 

mutual  respect  for  one  another,  and  ^  Mississippi.  1 

finally  arri^d  at  a  pamful  decision  . 
a  pro^  wtereby  Dr  Patterson  rould 

returned  to  the  classroom.  They  journalism  and  all  th 
dealt  with  issues  and  not  personalities  throng 


ten  enrollment 


letters  to  the  editor  must  be  limited 
to  300  words  and  the  editor  reserves 
the  right  to  trim  those  that  are  longer. 
Editorial  prerogatives  must  be 
reserved  under  all  circumstances  and 
the  opinions  of  the  letter  writers  do 
not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the 
staff  of  the  Baptist  Record. 


WORLD'S  LARGEST  MANUFACTURER 

ofFIBEROLASS 

CHURCH  PRODUCTS 

•  STEEPLES  •  WALL  CROSSES 

•  STAINED  FISERQLA^  WINDOWS 

•  BAPTISTRIES  ^ 

.  BAPTISTRY  HEATERS 
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SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 


CONVENTION,  ATLANTA 

Over  2000  hotel  rooms. 

Call  All  World  Travel,  Inc. 
Dallas  Texas 
1-800-441-0590  in  Texas 
1-800-272-0026  all  others 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pries,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"lnt»rnmtion*lly  known  spocialiats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Set  SOS-C  —  Oreenaood,  IMs«.  SSBSO 


Richland  planj 
singing  tree 
for  Christmas 


Slindav  shopping  Owen  Gregory 

„ '  Jackson 

Editor: 

In  recent  weeks  Mississippians  p  *  „  Oprmanv 
have  become  involved  in  “blue  laws”  ^ 

or  the  closing  of  retail  stores  on  Sun-  Editor. 

days.  Should  Sunday  be  just  another  Our  church,  Ansbach  Baptist 
day  in  the  work  week?  "  Church,  in  Ansbach,  West  Germany, 

With  10.S  choir  members  on  the  tree.  There  are  Ten  Commandments  has  been  without  a  pastor  since 
the  total  weight  will  be  eight  tons,  ac-  which  civilized  society  must  follow  if  September  of  this  year.  A  pastor 
cording  to  Simeon  Nix,  minister  of  we  desire  a  better  life  on  Planet  search  committee  was  formed;  and 
music  at  the  church.  The  tree  is  made  Earth.  These  Commandments  are  weareintheprocessofseekinganin- 
of  steel  Both  the  youth  choir  and  the  spelled  out  in  Exodus  20:2-17  and  dividual  who.  in  accordance  with 
adult  choir  of  the  church  will  be  on  the  Deuteronomy  .5:7-21.  The  fourth  com-  God’s  will,  desires  to  come  to  be  the 
tree  for  the  presentation  The  mandment  states.  “Remember  the  spiritual  leader  of  our  congregation, 
children’s  choirs  also  will  participate  sabbath  day.  to  keep  it  holy.”  Other  Our  church  is  affiliated  with  the 
during  a  part  of  the  concert  commandments  are:  “Thou  shall  not  European  Baptist  Convention  and  is 

Decorations  for  the  tree  will  include  kill."  “Thou  shall  not  steal."  and  so  foundedupontheprinciplesanddoc- 
lights  and  a  garland  .3.50  feet  in  forth  Man  must  respect  the  logic  trine  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
length  A  prismatic.  21-sided  star  will  behind  these  universal  truths  which  tion  We  request  your  assistance  in 
sit  atop  the  tree,  reflecting  light  as  it  Jehovah  God  gave  Moses  on  Mount  making  our  needs  known  to  any  in¬ 
turns  Sinai.  dividual  who  feels  led  to  minister  to 

The  concert  will  include  excerpts  As  an  individual  what  can  I  do  to  a  military  community  here  in  Europe, 
from  ““King  of  Love,"  by  Rodger  help  reverse  this  eroding  or  breaking  We  are  a  small  church  with  good 
Strader,  and  “Christmas  Rhapsody,”  down  of  basic  biblical  command-  growth  potential,  and  we  are  in  need 
by  Don  Wyrtzen.  along  with  other  solo  ments’’  With  the  Sunday  “blue  laws,"  of  a  spiritual  leader  who  is  capable  of 
presentations  and  Christmas  carols,  simply  do  NOT  shop  in  retail  stores  on  coping  with  an  ever  changing  con- 
Ac^pmpaniment  will  be  by  piano,  the  sabbath  day!  Boycott  on  Sunday  gregation  due  to  military  corn- 
organ,  brass  instruments,  percussion  the  grocery  stores  and  department  mitments.  We  are  fairly  fiancially 
instruments,  and  guitar.  stores  Do  your  shopping  during  the  stable,  but  we  are  still  a  mission  of  the 

This  will  be  the  second  year  for  the  work  week.  Let  the  retail  clerks  attend  Nurnberg  Baptist  Church, 

presentation  of  a  singing  Christmas  church  on  Sundays.  Please  disseminate  this  information 

tree  at  First  Church.  Richland.  Sunday  or  the  sabbath  day  should  as  much  as  possible  so  we  can  begin 
Following  last  year’s  presentations,  be  a  day  of  relaxing  from  the  week’s  correspondence  with  anyone  in- 

there  were  104  decisions  recorded.  labor  of  making  a  living.  Sunday  terested  in  coming  to  Ansbach. 

Elsie  Berryhill  is  organist,  and  should  be  a  non-labor  day;  it  should  James  S.  Day 

Irene  Martin  is  pianist.  honor  Jehovah  God.  Enjoy  the  HHC,  1st.  Bn.  6th  Inf. 

Ed  McDaniel  is  pastor.  beauties  of  nature  about  you  on  Sun-  APO  New  York  09140 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptislries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
stMpfes,  chairs. 

Van  Winkle 
(Lljurclj 
JurntBl^ingB  & 

Psui 

Box  801,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800^24-9627 
Design— Construction  Management 


IDENTIFY  YOUR  CHURCH  VEHICLES 
Buses  -  Vans  -  Cars  - 
witti  NEW  Vinyl  Lettering  - 

•  Fast! 

•  Easy  to  Apply! 

•  Permanent! 

•  Professional! 

•  Economical! 


For  FREE  estimate,  call 
STAMM  ADVERTISING 
120  Upton  Drive 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39209 

(601)  922-3400 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 

AptUt 

Paul  N.  Nunnery,  Executive  Director 

P.  O.  Box  11308  .  Jacluon,  MS  39213 

— 

Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


Oct.  26  -  Nov.  25 


M  O-NeUI 

Mr  &  Mrs.  Jerry  McKay 
Mrs.  IJHiaa  OnraM 
Louise  Staples 
Mrs.  Mary  Oaslry 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Joe  Young 
Mrs.  Thomas  I.  Rice 
Mrs.  Maarice  Papason 
Mrs.  T.  A.  Wiltshire 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Parka;  8r. 

Dr.  a  Mrs.  Eugene  F.  Webb 
Mrs.  Pattea 

Mr  a  Mrs.  H.  C.  Mallelt 
.Mrs.  Eala  iVgraai 
Mrs.  EUila  Maingblood 
J.  R.  "Rati'*  Pnsans 
Daniel  a  Kathy  Anderson  a 
ChiMreii 

.\rnoM  OdeU  Phillips 
Sr  Adult  Sunday  School.  Bay 
Springs 

Robert  R.  Pape.  Sr. 

Fred  a  Rose  Powers 
.Mrs.  W.  H.  PaaeU 
Mr  a  Mrs.  J.  F.  Brown 
Henry  Ras-eacran 
Dawn  Punchard 
Henry  Ray 

Mr  a  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Williams 
John  E.  Ray 

Mr  a  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
1bnre  Ray 

Ed  a  Lynnda  Williams 
Mrs.  .Mattie  R.  Reed 
Bill  Reid 
O.  C.  Reed 

First  Baptist  Church.  Bude 
Dexter  Grace  Rice 
Mrs.  Elarl  R  Cboper 
E.  J.  Richards 
M  A.  Watkins 
Mrs.  Ben  W.  Scruggs 
.Mr.  Sam  Robersaa 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Sam  Lackey 
Ashton  Robins 
Lucile  Robins  Marsalis 
Mrs.  Mar  Roas 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Carl  Lowry 
(irorge  Rouasarille 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Ed  Stanford 
Mrs.  Inez  Rowe 
The  Friendship  Sunday 
School.  Valley  Park 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Rashiag 
Mr  a  Mrs.  R  A.  Anders 
Mrs.  MaUie  T.  Saaderford 
Mrs  Rosa  M.  Miller 
Mrs.  Corear  Scarborough 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Ante  Grubbs 
TEL  Sunday  School.  Magee 
Itonald  V.  ScURhigs 
Mrs  Thomas  Hollingsworth 
Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Hays 
Mr  a  Mrs.  A.  T.  Geddie 
The  Walter  Moses  Family 
.Mrs.  Mae  ScaU 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Joe  Young 
Ernest  W.  Sengs 
Mr  a  Mrs.  James  T  Ballard 
Mr  a  Mrs.  J.  P  White 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Calvin  Pugh 
Mrs.  Gwen  Serin 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Herman  Mason 
Mrs.  Shambarger^ 

Pinola  Friends  ” 

Givin  Shelby 
Mrs  Thotirum  I.  Rice 
Jamn  E.  Simpsaa 
Harold  a  June  Brooks 
Mrs.  James  A.  Sinclair 
Mr  a  Mrs.  E*rl  Spring 
Mrs.  la-line  Siaelair 
Iraminta  &  Shultz 
Vernon  U.  ShrMaa 
Wilma  a  Maurice  Brown 
Ed  R  Smith 
Inez  S.  TVendway 
Robert  .A.  Smith 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Randy  Johnson 
Benjamin  Wright  Say 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Powell  Poe 
Mrs  Anne  R  Park 
The  Mary  Elizabeth  Ray- 
Group.  Inthanola 
Gladys  Gist 

Harold  C.  "Jnicy"  Stesens 
Mrs  Thomas  W.  Hays 
Mrs.  J.  K.  Slestart.  Sr. 

Mr  a  Mrs.  Hays  Stewart 
Mrs.  Pearl  R.  Stone 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Owen  D.  Jones 
I.eroy  Staarl.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Ruth  C.  Champion 
Mr  a  Mra.  T.  A.  Vhnce 
Naman  L.  Stnchey- 
Mr  a  Mrs.  F.  I.  Lackey,  Sr 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Sam  Lackey 
Flynt  a  Sibyl  Hobgood 
Bamice  SaRtvan 
John  a  Irene  Hollinger 


William  A.  Sullivan 
Rev  Robin  Patterson  Coira 
Maude  a  Larkin  Thylor 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Thylor 
Eugene  I.  Farr 
Rogue  Chitto  Baptist  Church 
Fl^  a  Ruby  Thornhill 
Margie  Coopa 
Mr  a  Mrs.  James  Baker  a 
Ruthie 

lYavis  Thnktiey 
Louise  Stapla 
Mrs.  Myrtle  Thrver 
Mrs.  Lucile  Marsalis 


Mrs.  MaUie  Thames 
Mrs.  Jean  Womack 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Ance  Grubbs 
Allen  Thomas.  Jr. 

Debbie  a  Sonny  Stuart 
Mrs.  Beulah  H.  Thompson 
Mrs  M  E.  Steele 
Edith  M.  Aldridge 
Mrs.  Edwin  White 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Dutch  Farmer 
Louise  J.  King 
•Mrs.  MatUe  Thompson 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Joe  Young 


Mrs.  O.  W’.  (Rally)  Tbompsoa 
Miss  Loraine  Norman 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Kenna 
Mrs.  Lala  Thorahill 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Clark 
Mrs.  Daisy  Thweatt 
The  Paul  Stanley  Family 
Lewis  Stephens  Tilghman.  Sr. 
Mr  a  Mrs  Howard  L.  Sharp 
The  James  Easom  Family 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Emory 
McKeithen 

Mr  a  Mrs  Ralph  Lewis 
Mr  a  Mrs  Harmon  Alley 
Mrs.  Bill  TUIman 
Gladys  Gist 
.Archie  Ihdd 
Mrs.  E^rl  B.  Cooper 
Mrs.  Ruth  Tbmlinsan 
Mrs.  L.  H  Fulcher.  Sr. 

Lois  a  Alan  TAirnbough 
Mrs.  Rahert  .(Jeanniel 
TMnpkins 

Mr  a  Mrs  W  Y  Sudduth 
Henry  Tbombs 
Mr  a  Mrs  J.  L.  Head 
W  illie  R  Tucker 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Herman  Mason 
Edwin  Turner 
Mr  a  Mrs  Jack  Hammond 


.Mrs.  Thelma  Turner 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Mae  Hall 
Miss  Jennifer  Hall 
John  Edwin  TUmer.  Ill 
A1  a  Linda  Thte 
Mr  a  Mrs.  John  M.  Harpole 
a  Ellen 

Mr  a  Mrs.  Lawrence 
Kenneth 

Mrs.  Cammir  'lAiltle 
Bob  a  June  Stephenson 
Carman  Eptan  Valentine 
Mr  a  Mrs  Carl  M  Kelly 
Mr  a  Mrs.  MyrI  McCormick 
Mr  a  Mrs  C.  E  Tidwell 
Ralph  a  Helen  Steele 
Mr  a  Mrs  Harry  C.  Hall 
Mrs.  Clarice  Van  N'aman 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Steele 
.Mrs.  Lessie  R  Vance 
Lee  Roy  a  Ruby  Jean 
Kennedy 

Mr  a  Mrs.  demon  O.  Wall 
Charles  Veutnra 
Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Hays 
Sidney  Vickay 
Dr.  a  Mrs.  Perry  C.  Perkins 
Mrs.  Nadine  Waggoner 
Mrs.  Wendell  W.  Sanders 
Darrell  a  Polly  Dickens 


PHUs  WaUey 
Grady  a  Inez  Koen 
Pettis  Walley 

Mr  a  Mrs.  Hobart  Daniels 
Mr  a  Mrs  Rommie  Wallev 
Grady  a  Inez  Koen 
Mr  a  Mrs  Joffre  F.  Phillips 
Frank  a  Ann  Jones 
Mis.  J  W.  Pope 
Robert  Pope 
At.  T.  Watkins 
Vaiden  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Ijiria  Webb 
Helen  Curro 
Vera  .Nunnery 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Frank 
Shawblosky 
Mrs.  Ijicia  Webb 
Mr  a  Mrs  Frank 
Shawblosky 
Mrs.  Edna  Wesley 
Mr  a  Mrs  Leo  Leake 
.Mrs.  Keroire  Petty  White 
Mr  a  Mrs  W.  M  Pippin 
Bufad  While 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Joe  Oglelree 
GriHin  R  White 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Charles  Hughes 
J.  W.  Whitfield 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 


WORDS  OF  MEANING 

We  Like  To  Hear 

CHILDREN 

FAMILY  .  J 
HOME 

MISSIONS 

CARING 

SHARING 

GIFTS 

WORDS  OF  MEANING 

We  Prefer  Not  To  Hear 

CHILD  ABUSE 

FAMILY  PROBLEMS 

HOME  DETERIORATION 

DEPRESSION 

UNLOVED 

SELFISHNESS 

NO  PROVISION 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village,  “Mississippi’s  Largest  Family”  has  to  cope 
definitively  with  the  realities  of  the  “liked”  and  the  “disliked.”  HELP  US 
AGAIN  THIS  YEAR  MAJOR  ON  THE  MEANING  OF  CHRISTMAS  -  The 
story  of  TRUTH  as  revealed  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  —  His  Birth,  Death 
and  Resurrection.  - 

Pray  For  Us  And  Send 


Your  Holiday  Gift 

Now 

To 

baptist  Gkildrcns  Vtlta^e 

P.  O.  Box  11308 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39213 
Paul  N.  Nunnery  —  Executive  Director 
Telephone  (601)  922-2242 


Mr  a  Mra.  Jack  Boone 
Gwen  Fortenberry 
«).  It.  Whilfield 
Mrs.  Lucretia  Berry 
I..  R.  Whittington 
Mr  a  Mrs.  James  Powell  a 
Jenny 

Ral|di  D.  Whittington 
Flynt  a  Sibyl  Hobgood.  Jim 
a  Jerry 

Mrs.  It.  E.  Wilkinson.  Sr. 

Mrs  Thomas  1  Rice 

I. .  W.  Willey 

F'oresI  Baptist  Church 
James  E.  "Jimmy"  Wilson 
Mr.  a  Mrs.  J.  W  Jones 
IzMiise  Holaday 
Mrs  L.  R.  Burford 
Mrs.  B.  K.  Stephens 
Ralph  a  Helen  Steele 
Faith  Sunday  School. 
Greenwood 

Mrs.  Helen  Schoonover 
Margarit  Williams  a  Family 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Van  C.  Ellioll 
.Mrs.  Pauline  Wilson 
Doloris  Horton 
Mrs.  Clayton  Bain 
William  B.  Wilson 
Sue  Wright 

J.  E.  Wilson.  Jr. 

Kathryn  P  Hunter 
Mrs  J  L  Shelton 

Don  Woodruff 
Mr  a  Mrs  Bill  Triplett  a 
Patricia 

.Mrs.  Rirdir  Wyse 
Officers.  TVuslmark  National 
Bank.  Jackson 


Nov,  26-Dec.  9 

Carl 

Thelma  B  Bell 
.Mr.  J.  H.  Andrews  . 

Mrs  W  L.  Thompson 
.Air.  Frank  Kanes 
TEL  Sunday  School.  Raymond 
Afr  a  Mrs  J.  D.  Crisler 
Air.  a  Airs.  Flovd  Barlow 
H  B  Perritt 
Mrs.  Sue  Barnes 
.Mr  a  Mrs.  Coy  Irvin 
Air  a  Mrs  Koberl  W  Bell 
Alarvin  Bennell 
•Mr  a  Mrs  Johnny  Ibw-ery.  Jr 
Rev.  .Alillard  Bennell 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Douglas  Card 
Airs.  John  L.  (Belly)  Black 
The  Hobby  Club 
Ethel  Haltox 
Rosalind  a  Ibmmy  Ross 
Verna  a  Cess  Hobert 
.Mr  a  Mrs  Andy  Wimberly 
lat  ara.  Gertrude  and  Alary 
Blissetl 
Hattie  Choate 
Frank  Elizabeth 
Mrs.  Hirdie  Koainer 
Air  a  Mrs  Buck  Moore 
Airs.  W:  T.  Boyd 
Mr  a  Mrs  Woodroyy  E 
Urumlield 
K.  If.  Boyle.  Sr. 

I  Mr  a  Mrs  Frank  Boy  le 
'Airs.  (i.  D.  (Genie)  Breland 
Janeiro  L  Cranage 
Air  a  Mrs  G  E  Winstead 
Aliss  \ddie  Brown 
Mr  a  Mrs  Amos  V  Collins 
James  Wavne  Brown.  Jr. 

Mr  a  Airs  Billy  TVron  a 
Barry 

Edith  Rowland 
Air.  John  Burris 
Mr  a  Mrs  Euree  Graniham 
Ret.  Grady  Cannon 
.Margaret  L  Bourne 
Air.  C.  Demar  (  araway 
Edward  D  Elward 
.Mrs  Koberl  A  Price 
Kate  a  Benton  Gordon 
Mrs  Alary  Sue  Webb  Thylor 
Eleanor  a  Richard  Mims 
Mr  a  Mrs.  Sherwood  W  Wise 
George  a  Grace  Gilmore 
Mr  a  Airs  J  C  Carter 
Peggy  a  .Norvell  Ogden 
Mr  a  Airs  Harold  J  Barkley 
Mr  a  Airs  Charles  Hamm 
Bill  a  Ruth  Kigby 
Air  a  .Airs  J  P  Gammel 
H  B  a  Barbara  .Sinquelield 
Miss  .\gnrs  Carroll 
Virginia  Van  Cleve 
Air  a  Mrs  Billy  Barren 
Airs  Kirdell  Adkias 
Mr  \.  T.  «  leveUnd 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Howard  Cobb 

Mr  a  Airs  J  L  Harris  Jr 
Janet  Thber 
Mrs.  Floriiir  (  oke 
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Good  news  of  great  joy 


Luke  2:8-20 

Have  you  ever  heard  anyone  say, 
“Do  I  have  good  news  for  you?  ”  If  you 
are  like  me.  you  immediately  have  a 
nagging  suspicion  that  someone  is 
about  to  put  something  over  on  you. 
We  tend  to  view  such  statements  with 
a  critical  mind.  However,  there  are 
appropriate  times  when  we  ourselves 
exclaim,  “I  have  good  news!”  These 
very  words  echoed  in  the  heavens  the 
night  of  Christ’s  birth.  Imagine  what 
the  shepherds  must  have  thought. 
Were  they  skeptical,  too?  If  so.  they 
followed  through  and  found  the  source 


of  the  good  news  and  the  fountainhead 
of  joy. 

I.  Observe  the  good  news.  What  is 
the  good  new’s?  It  is  the  birth  of  the 
Savior.  With  the  coming  of  Christ,  God 
was  making  a  personal  appearance. 
Jesus  was  and  is  the  best  news  that 
sinful  man  could  hear.  The  shepherds 
were  the  first  to  receive  the  heavenly 
announcement,  and  awe  and  fear  fill¬ 
ed  their  hearts.  Surely  they  must  have 
been  overwhelmed  by  such  news.  That 
same  good  news  is  as  fresh  and 
vibrant  today  as  it  was  then.  We  w’ho 
listen  to  the  spirit  of  God  as  he  speaks 


By  Anthony  S.  Kay 
to  our  hearts  hear  the  message  —  a 
Savior  is  born. 

II.  Notice  the  joy.  Good  news  has  an 
important  by-product.  In  this  case,  it 
was  great  joy.  The  Christmas  season 
is  a  time  of  joy.  We  see  it  in  the  lives 
of  children,  youth  and  adults.  When 
we  share  good  news,  loving  occasions 
and  happy  times,  we  experience  joy. 
The  joy  the  shepherds  felt  that  first 
night  was  the  beginning  of  a  great  joy 
that  was  to  find  its  fulfillment  when 
the  babe  of  the  manger  became  the 
Christ  of  the  cross. 

III.  .See  the  recipients.  This  good 


news  first  shared  with  the  shepherds 
was  to  bring  peace  to  all  men  in  whom 
God  found  pleasure.  “The  peace  that 
Jesus  brought  was  reconciliation  bet¬ 
ween  God  and  man  and  the  corollary 
reconciliation  between  man  and  his 
fellows.  This  peace  is  possible  for  in¬ 
dividuals  ‘of  God’s  good  pleasure’  even 
in  the  midst  of  the  chaos,  tensions  and 
hatreds  of  human  society”  (Broad- 
man  Commentary,  Vol.  9,  p.  30).  This 
peace  is  not  dependent  upon  anything 
but  the  divine  initiative  of  God. 

During  the  next  15  years,  we  as 
Southern  Baptists  are  going  to  be  an¬ 


nouncing  the  good  news  to  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  our  world.  Let  the  joy  and  peace 
of  Christ  reign  in  us  as  we  share  the 
good  news. 

Joy  to  the  world!  the  Lord  is  come; 

Let  earth  receive  her  King; 

Let  ev’ry  heart  prepare  him  room. 

And  heav’n  and  nature  sing. 

Joy  to  the  earth!  the  Savior  reigns; 

Let  men  their  songs  employ; 

While  fields  and  floods,  rocks,  hills, 
.and  plains 

Repeat  the  sounding  joy. 

—Isaac  Watts 

Kay  is  pastor.  First,  Calhoun  City. 


Accepting  responsibility 


Ezekiel  18:1-1.  1!)-21.  31-32 

As  we  in  the  church  deal  with  those 
outside  land  even  sometimes  within 
the  church ).  we  are  likely  to  hear  the 
old  excuse.  “It  s  not  my  fault."  F'ew 
people  seem  to  want  to  take  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  mess  they  make  of 
their  lives.  While  much  counseling 
serves  a  good  purpose,  sometimes  we 
seek  analysjs  in  hopes  of  finding 
somebody  to  blame  instead  ot 
ourselves,  could  just  discoier 
some  "bad  gene"  Or  “failed  parent, 
we  think  we  could  justify  some  of  our 
problems. 

This  excuse  was  apparently  very 
popular  in  Ezekiel’s  time.  Those  were 
tough  times  for  Israel  and  many  peo¬ 
ple  sought  to  blame  someone  else  for 
their  misery.  God  gave  Ezekiel  a 
message  to  share  with  the  people  who 


believed  they  were  helpless  and  trap¬ 
ped  by  the  sins  of  their  forefathers.  We 
might  say  that  Ezekiel  had  “some  bad 
news  and  some  good  news  ” 

I.  The  bad  news  (1-4,  19-20) 

The  bad  news  that  Ezekiel  brought 
was  bad  only  to  those  who  were  look¬ 
ing  to  avoid  any  personal  r^ponsibili- 
ty  for  their  sins.  During  the  final  days 
of  Judah  before  the  fall  to  Babylon 
and  during  the  captivityiin  a  foreign 
land,  maq>'  of  the  people  blamed  their 
Uthers  and  grandfatliers  for  the  mess 
they  were  in.  The  people  felt  that  they 
were  paying  the  price  for  other  peo¬ 
ple’s  mistakes  and  were  victims  of 
circumstance. 

That’s  a  convenient  “cop-out”  in  any 
generation.  It’s  much  easier  to  blame 
someone  else  for  our  misery  and  our 
sin.  People  take  drugs  and  get  drunk 


By  David  W.  Spencer 
to  escape  responsibility  for  bad  times. 
People  get  divorces  because  “my 
spouse  just  doesn’t  understand  me.” 
Youths  become  rebellious  because 
their  parents  ‘‘just  don’t  understand.” 
We  must  not  allow  circumstances  to 
change  us.  but  we  must  change  our 
circumstances. 

God  removed  this  convenient  crutch 
of  corporate  responsibility  and  laid  it 
on  the  individual  ( in  verse  3).  In  verse 
4  God  pressed  borne  the  idea  of  in¬ 
dividual  accountability  by  saying  that 
“the  soul  (or  person)  who  sins  shall 
die.”  This  point  was  stressed  again  in 
verse  20.  "Ihken  together,  verses  1-4 
and  19-20  brought  an  advancement  in 
theology  before  Israel.  No  longer 
could  anyone  say,  “I’m  such  a  sinner 
but  you  know  it’s  not  really  my  fault!  ” 
Ezekiel’s  new  theology  bringsjpespon- 


sibility  down  from  the  nation  to  the  in¬ 
dividual.  For  anyone  who  wants  to 
hide  from  responsibility,  this  is  bad 
news.  God’s  Word  says  that  you’re 
responsible  for  your  own  life. 

II.  The  good  news  (21,  31-32) 

For  anyone  w’ho  knows  that  he  is 
lost  in  sin  and  wants  to  do  something 
about  it,  Ezekiel’s  message  is  good 
news!  We  do  not  have  to  be  victims  of 
circumstances  beyond  our  control.  We 
do  aol  have  to  feel  hopelessly  trapped 
in  a  kt»of  ain  and  consigned  to  hell. 
The  good  news  is  that  God  treats 
everybody  as  individuals! 

Verse  21  may  be  the  best  news  we’ll 
ever  hear.  It  says  that  what’s  happen¬ 
ed  in  the  past  does  not  necessarily 
have  to  happen  in  the  future.  Verse  31 
says  we  can  start  all  over  again  with 
a  new  heart.  Verse  32  says  God  is  on 


Visions  of  earthly  kingdoms  and  god’s  kingdom 


By  J.  Gerald  Harris 


Daniel  7:17-22;  8:19-25 

Daniel  wanted  to  know  the  great 
ewnts  of  the  future.  He  read  the  pro¬ 
phecies  of  Jeremiah  for  understand¬ 
ing  (Dan.  9:2).  He  prayed  for 
knowledge  (Dan.  9:3).  Consequently, 
God  revealed  the  future  to  Daniel 
through  visions ;  and  by  these  visions 
Daniel  was  able  to  look  down  the  cor¬ 
ridors  of  time  with  the  telescope  of 
faith  and  see  the  future  unfold^.  In 
our  focal  passage  we  shall  give  some 
consideration  to  the  meaning  of  two 
of  these  visions. 

I.  The  Saints  and  the  Spoiler 
(7.17-22)— The  four  beasts  in  v.  17 
seem  to  represent  gentile  kings  and 
kingdoms.  Even  in  our  day  the  in¬ 
signia  of  many  Gentile  nations  are 
beasts  or  birds  of  prey.  For  example, 
there  is  the  Russian  Bear,  the  British 
Lion,  the  Chinese  Dragon,  and  the 
American  Eagle.  The  kingdoms  of 
this  earth  are  characteristically 
bestial  and  bloodthirsty.  A  day  is  com¬ 
ing.  however,  when  the  rule  will  be 
transferred  from  beasts  to  saints. 

In  V.  18  we  have  a  reference  to  “the 
saints  of  the  Most  High  "  It  is  true  that 
the  church  will  rule  and  reign  with 
Christ,  but  the  “saints”  here  do  not 


represent  the  church.  There  were 
saints  in  Israel  before  the  church 
came  into  existence,  and  there  will  be 
saints  on  earth  during  the  tribulation 
after  the  rapture  of  the  church.  The 
saints  of  whom  Daniel  was  thinking 
were  his  own  beloved  people.  These 
saints  are  the  people  of  Israel  saved 
during  the  tribulation.  This  must  be 
the  case  because  Daniel  does  not 
speak  of  the  church  saints  in  any  of 
his  writings.  Also,  Daniel’s  personal 
history  was  a  type  and  prophwy  of  the 
future  of  his  own  people,  Israel. 

In  V.  19  Daniel’s  thoughts  turn  to  the 
fourth  beast  or  fourth  kingdom.  Out 
of  this  kingdom  came  10  horns  and  yet 
another  “which  came  up, .  .  .  that  had 
eyes,  and  a  mouth  that  spoke  very 
great  things,  whose  look  was  more 
stout  than  his  fellows.”  This  is  a 
description  of  the  Antichrist  referred 
to  by  Isaiah  as  the  spoiler  (Isa. 
16:4-5). 

At  first  the  Antichrist  will  appear  to 
be  a  benevolent  ruler.  His  charisma, 
power,  and  persuasiveness  will  cap¬ 
ture  the  hearts  of  the  people.  He  will 
make  a  pact  with  the  Jews  and  pro¬ 
mise  them  peace  in  their  own  land. 
However,  midway  through  the  tribula¬ 


tion,  the  Spoiler  will  break  his  pro¬ 
mise  to  the  Jews  and  demand  to  be 
worshiped  and  provoke  a  full-scale 
war  with  the  saints  of  God. 

War  and  bloodshed  will  character¬ 
ize  the  last  days  of  the  tribulation  un¬ 
til  the  coming  of  ‘The  Ancient  of 
Days”  (V.  22).  The  term  “Ancient  of 
Days”  is  a  reference  to  Jehovah  God 
or,  more  likely  in  this  case,  to  the 
Trinity  and  implies  the  only  member 
of  the  trinity  actually  ever  observed, 
Jesus.  Christ  will  descend  from 
heaven  with  “the  armies  which  were 
in  heaven”  (Rev.  19:14)  and  overthrow 
the  Antichrist  and  establish  a 
kingdom  of  righteousness  and  peace 
in  this  earth  for  a  thousand  years. 

II.  The  Ram  and  the  Goat 
(8: 19-25)— This  vision  graphically  por¬ 
trayed  a  ram  with  two  horns  and  a 
goat  with  “a  notable  horn  between  his 
eyes”(  V.  5).  We  are  told  that  the  angel 
Gabriel  was  commissioned  to  inter¬ 
pret  this  vision  to  Daniel  (v.  16).  The 
interpretation  has  a  primary  applica¬ 
tion  which  serves  to  highlight  a 
greater  prophetic  application  (see  v. 
19). 

It  is  believed  that  the  ram 
represents  the  Medo-Persian  empire 


with  Cyrus  and  Darius  as  the  two 
kings  (V.  20).  The  “rough  goat” 
represents  the  king  of  Greece;  the 
“great  horn”  symbolizes  the  first  king, 
Alexander  the  Great  (v.  21).  After 
Alexander,  four  kings  and  kingdoms 
would  rise  up  out  of  Greece. 

Many  believe  the  “king  of  fierce 
countenance”  in  v.  23  represents  An- 
tiochus  Epiphanes  and,  indeed,  the 
following  verses  seem  to  give 
credibility  to  that  interpretation.  An- 
tiochus  Epiphanes  became  a  power¬ 
ful  king,  but  angered  his  subjects  with 
an  intolerance  of  religion.  He  hor¬ 
rified  the  Jews  by  stripping  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  every  reminder  of  their 
religious  heritage  and  set  up  an  im¬ 
age  of  Jupiter  in  the  holy  of  holies.  He 
tore  down  the  defenses  of  Jerusalem, 
initiated  the  sacrifice  of  swine,  and 
prohibited  circumcision.  For  these 
reasons  the  name  of  Antiochus 
Epiphanes  has  become  synonymous 
with  the  Antichrist. 

At  last  we  read  that  this  one 
represented  by  Antiochus  Epiphanes 
v“shall  stand  up  against  the  Prince  of 
Princes.”  This  is  a  reference  to  the  An¬ 
tichrist  standing  up  against  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Note,  however,  that  it 


our  side!  God  is  not  out  to  see  how 
many  he  can  send  to  hell  or  how  many 
times  he  can  catch  us  in  sin.  He’s  not 
some  patrolman  hiding  in  the  bushes 
with  a  radar  gun,  hoping  to  catch 
speeders.  God  doesn’t  want  one  per¬ 
son  to  go  to  hell  and  will  do  everything 
short  of  overruling  our  wills  to  see 
that  we  go  to  heaven!  It  can  make 
quite  a  difference  in  living  if  you 
remember  that  God  is  on  your  side. 

These  final  verses  speak  a  power¬ 
ful  word  to  anyone  who  wants  his  life 
to  be  changed.  The  past  sins  of  our 
lives  do  not  have  to  determine  our 
future  because  here  in  the  present 
God  can  transform  our  lives  through 
the  power  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ! 

Spencer  is  pastor.  First,  Long 
Beach. 


says,  “he  shall  be  broken  without 
hand”  (v.  25).  This  refers  to  the  hand 
of  men.  When  the  overthrow  of  the  An¬ 
tichrist  comes,  it  will  be  apparent  that 
man  himself  will  not  put  this  arrogant 
mortal  out  of  the  way.  he  will  be  smit¬ 
ten  by  the  Lord,  whom  he  will  have 
denied  and  opposed. 

Harris  is  pastor  of  Colonial  Heights, 
Jackson. 
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- - Devotional - 

The  first  Christmas 

By  Don  Nerren 
Luke  2:6-7 

The  Holy  Bible  tells  us  that  in  the  fulness  of  time,  God  sent  forth  his  only 
Son.  Jesus. 

There  is  much  that  has  been  written  on  “The  Politics”  of  the  first 
Christmas.  Much  has  been  written  about  the  decree  that 
went  out  from  Caesar  Augustus  that  brought  Mary  and 
Joseph  to  Bethlehem.  The  exact  time  of  such  a  census 
has  been  debated  far  and  wide  by  many  good  Christian 
scholars. 

The  one  true  fact  remains,  that  Jesus  was  born  in 
Bethlehem’s  manger  of  peasant  parents,  and  this  was 
TJod’s  time. 

Galatians  4:4-5  tells  us  that  the  Son  of  God  was  born 
of  a  virgin  woman  and  born  under  the  law,  and  that  he 
would  redeem  those  who  were  under  the  law  so  that  we 
might  be  adopted  into  the  family  of  God  as  sons  of  God. 

Does  it  really  matter  if  Jesus  was  actually  born  in  December  25  or  on 
January  6?  Does  it  really  matter  if  Jesus  was  born  in  A.D.  1  or  as  early 
as  7  B.C.? 

The  glory  of  it  all  is  that  God  so  loved  this  world  so  much  that  he  was 
born  a  man  in  flesh  and  blood  and  that  the  time  was  right.  That  is  our  wor¬ 
ship  and  therein  lies  the  hope  of  all  mankind.  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  came 
down  here  to  live  in  our  midst,  and  soon  suffered  and  died  on  an  old  rugg¬ 
ed  cross  at  Calvary.  Then  on  the  third  day  he  was  alive  again,  and  forever 
more.  One  glorious  “day  break”  this  same  Jesus  is  coming  back  to  this  world 
to  receive  his  church  home. 

The  real  meaning  of  the  first  Christmas  is  not  bound  up  in  dates  and 
schedules.  The  real  meaning  of  the  first  Christmas  Day  is  that  our  wonderful 
Lord  Jesus  was  born  in  Bethlehem’s  manger  and  that  he  came  to  die  and 
be  resurrected  for  all  mankind.  This  is  the  glory  of  Christmas  Day. 

Nerren  is  pastor.  Center  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Hamilton. 


Christmas  - 
lights 
and  us 

From  the  morn  of  creation, 
after  a  long,  long  night 
The  Word  is  come  forth 
“Let  there  be  light.” 

Tb  herald  forth  the  day 
and  to  illumine  the  night 
Dispel  darkness  and  fear 
Its  gloom  and  its  doubt 
To  rid  man  of  ignorance 
His  supersitition  and  fright 
To  usher  in  love 
Rather  than  might  makes  right. 
From  Eden’s  glad  morn, 

To  the  star  in  the  East 
’To  Easter’s  bright  gleams. 

Bringing  victory  and  release 
To  Pentecost’s  power 
Through  the  dark  ages  of  night 
God  has  left  us  mortals 
With  a  legacy  of  light! 

The  torches  of  Christmas  Pasts 
have  been  passed  on  to  us 
Said  He,  “Ye  are  lights. 

You’re  heritage  and  trust.” 

So  as  we  ponder  the  season, 
and  what  it’s  all  about 
May  we  each  one. 
become  a  king  of  a  light. 

For  other  ways  of  light 
have  not  been  found 
Except  that  through  us 
That  His  might  abound! 

Not  like  Christ’s  to  die 
That  darkness  might  go 
We’re  only  asked  to  live 
That  His  light  may  show! 

Now  a  light  is  to  shine 
Not  under  a  bushel  to  be 
Not  to  be  seen, 

but  that  others  may  see 
Some  lights  gleam  and  glow 

while  others  twinkle  quite  low 
But  shine?  “Yes,  it  will” 

That’s  its  purpose,  you  know. 

A  contagious  smile 

a  helping  hand  of  simple  prayer 
Going  the  second  mile,  or  an 
Encouraging  word  that  says  “I  care” 
These  things  we  all  have, 

that  can  brighten  someone’s  day 
That  costs  us  so  little. 

But  to  others  their  bouquet! 
Yesterday’s  in  the  tomb  of  time 
The  tomorrow’s  in  the  womb 
We  have  only  our  todays 
May  our  light  shine  as  noon. 

Let  not  history  say  of  us 

who  were  given  of  the  light 
That  we  received  it  not, 
and  gave  up  the  fight.’ 

For  today,  long  after, 
the  true  light  came 
Opportunities  for  shining. 

are  still  much  the  same. 

For  there’s  no  master  switch 
and  there’s  no  magic  way 
'Tb  rid  us  of  darkness. 

and  to  usher  in  the  Day 
Except  that  we 

who  are  declared  to  be  Light 
Keep  right  on  shining 
all  through  the  night! 

—Bernard  Phelps 
Pilgrim's  Rest  (Panola) 


Student  Day  at  Christmas 

Itawamba  Junior  College  students  study  for  final  exams  by  the  Christmas  tree  m 
the  Baptist  Student  center  In  Fulton.  Student  Day  at  Christmas  is  observeo  by  Bap 
tist  churches  to  allow  students  to  share  what  is  happening  in  their  lives,  and  for  the 
local  church- to  understand  what  Baptist  Student  Union  does  (See  story  about  Itawam¬ 
ba  on  page  4).  Pictured  from  left  are  Pam  Walden,  accounting  major  from  Amory; 
Patrick  Beard,  church  vocations  major  from  Fulton;  and  Mollye  Weatherbee,  accoun¬ 
ting  major  from  Amory.  Wayne  Vandiver  is  BSU  director  (Tim  Nicholas  photo) 
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A  story  for  Christmas 

A  generous  gesture  on  the  part  of  a  Montana  Baptist  pastor  came  just 
in  time  to  soften  the  blow  of  a  personal  disaster  of  his  educational 
director. 

Each  year,  Mississippi  Baptists,  through  their  Brotherhood  Depart¬ 
ment,  sponsor  the  Montana  Suits  Project.  The  project  provides  new  suits 
to  pastors  in  three  states.  This  year,  more  than  130  applications  were 
sent  to  pastors  in  Montana  and  North  and  South  Dakota. 

This  year,  Carlston  “Red”  Berry  of  Bozeman,  Mont.,  returned  his  ap¬ 
plication  with  a  note  to  Paul  Harrell,  Mississippi  Brotherhood  director 

The  note  suggested  that  Berry’s  education  director,  Jerry  Neiminen, 
had  a  greater  financial  need  for  a  suit  than  he,  and  that  if  only  one  suit 
could  be  sent,  to  send  it  to  Neiminen. 

Harrell  wrote  to  Berry  explaining  that  the  limited  amounts  of  funds, 
would  not  provide  suits  for  both  Berry  and  Neiminen,  but  that  he  was 
processing  the  application  for  Neiminen. 

On  Dec.  1,  Berry  wrote  Harrell:  “How  timely  is  God’s  providence! 
Your  letter  .  .  .  arrived  in  the  mail  the  morning  after  Jerry  and  Pen 
ny’s  (Neiminen)  mobile  home  burned  to  the  ground,  destroying  all  their 
clothes  but  their  pajamas.  Referring  to  Jerry  as  ‘someone  in  greater 
need  is  an  understatement.  Your  gift  of  a  suit  will  now  be  infinitely  more 
imporfant!  They  had  no  insurance.  My  thanks  to  all  of  you  for  your 
generosity.” 

Gifts  to  help  fund  the  Montana  Suit  Project  may  be  addressed  to  the 
Missii  ippi  Brotherhood  Department,  Box  530,  Jackson,  Miss.,  39205, 
phone  68-3800. 
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The  love  in  Christmas 


In  looking  along  rows  of  Christmas 
cards  in  display  racks,  one  is  likely  to 
set*  one  with  such  a  message  as 
"('hristmas  means  love." 

That  is  certainly  the  case,  for  the 
scripture  says.  "For  God  so  loved  the 
world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son."  And  that  was  Christmas, 
Through  the  ages  Christmas  has 
become  the  most  significant  observa¬ 
tion  among  Christians.  It  has  been  so 
significant  that  it  became  a  holiday, 
which,  as  is  obvious,  comes  from  the 
c’oncept  ot  hol>  da\'.  But  holy  day.  a 
religious  observation,  became  holi¬ 
day.  a  time  off  from  work. 

All  the  world  liked  our  Christmas 
holiday  and  began  to  obser\'e  it.  Even¬ 
tually  the  holiday  lost  just  about  all 
of  its  religious  significance.  Now  it 
stands  for  the  most  gigantic,  world¬ 
wide  spending  spree  that  history  has 
ever  known  about 
.And  that's  all  right.  We  go  back  to 
the  love  concept,  and  we  give  loved 
ones  gifts  at  Christmas.  We  give  them 
things  that  perhaps  they  need  but 
wouldn  t  buy  for  themselves 


own  Christmas  observation.  It  is  very 
easy  to  get  caught  up  in  all  of  the  fren¬ 
zy  that  accompanies  the  secular 
observation  of  Christmas  and  forget 
why  we  began  to  celebrate  it.  We  can 
remember  and  remind  all  of  those 
about  us  that  Christmas  is  the  time 
for  observing  the  birth  of  the 
Redeemer.  He  is  the  central  figure  in 
the  total  concept  of  Christianity.  His 
birth  was  so  important  that  our  calen¬ 
dar  is  dated  from  that  time. 

The  main  purpose  in  our  observa¬ 
tion  of  that  occasion  is  not  to  spend 
money  at  a  fast  enough  clip  to 
singlehandly  spur  on  the  economy.  It 
is  to  remember  that  we  are  observing 
the  time  that  has  been  set  aside  to 
denote  the  fact  that  God  took  on  flesh 
and  began  to  dwell  among  the  people. 
He  did  that  in  order  to  become  the 
Savior,  the  Redeemer,  for  a  people 
who  had  lost  the  way  from  the 
lieginning. 

If  is  a  time  of  love,  for  it  was  love 

Guest  opinion 


that  compelled  the  Lord  to  send  his 
son  on  that  mission.  And  in  love  the 
greatest  gift  that  we  can  give  the 
world  is  the  message  that  Jesus  has 
come,  and  he  has  become  the 
Redeemer  for  all  who  will  accept  him. 

In  that  attitude  of  love,  we  at  the 
Baptist  Record  would  like  to  wish  for 
all  our  readers  a  meaningful 
Christmas  observation  and  the  hope 
for  a  happy  and  rewarding  new  year. 

We  are— 

Don  McGregor 
Tim  Nicholas 
Anne  McWilliams 
Evelyn  Keyes 
Florence  Larrimore 
Renee  Walley 
Betty  Anne  Bailey 
Irene  Martin 

We  have  enjoyed  serving  you 
throughout  this  year.  We  look  forward 
to  continuing  to  do  so  for  many  years 
to  come. 


•  • 


otherwise 

.Now.  however.  Christmas  has 
f)ecome  an  issue  of  judicial  debate  as 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court 
argues  about  whether  or  not  religious 
symbols  of  Christmas  should  be 


On  the  threshold  of  a  new  century 

(Christmas  Eve  1999)  By  John  Martens 


Editor's  Note:  This  is  a  continuation  it  had  been  no  more  than  half  a  the  Polar  night  and  asked  his  Russian  homeland  never  completely  ceased, 
of  a  fictionized  story  begun  last  week  sentence— only  to  fall  still  after  a  few  counterpart  if  he  knew  about  the  And,  so  the  Russian  told  Bill  many  a 
that  tells  about  two  miliUry  listening  seconds.  At  that  time  Bill  did  shrug  it  Gospel  Story  of  Jesus’  birth  in  another  family  still  possessed  an  ancient  Bi¬ 
posts  on  the  Island  of  Greenland— one  off  as  perhaps  another  one  of  the  night  long  ago,  a  night  in  which,  in  the  ble  in  the  German  vernacular;  and 
American  and  one  Russian.  Last  misleading  tricks  of  his  intelligence  imagination  of  most  of  us,  a  star-  that’s  how  the  story  of  Jesus’  birth 
week's  presentation  ended  as  the  Rus-  counterparts  over  the  horizon.  This  studded  sky  was  the  backdrop  for  a  was  known  to  young  and  old.” 

Sian  intelligence  man  was  seeking  to  time,  however,  there  was  more  time  host  of  singing  angels.  Oh  yes.  It  may.  Bill’s  astonishment  knew  no  bounds 
make  contact  w  ith  the  American.  for  the  far-away  caller  to  have  his  say.  in  fact,  have  been  a  cloudy,  overcast  on  hearing  the  Russian'^  dramatic  ac- 

Bill  listened  with  immense  surprise  to  night  or  perhaps  drizzling  or  raining,  count  of  his  people'^  past  vicissitudes. 

Putting  the  earphones  back  on  the  words  of  his  Russian  colleague.  But  then  the  weather  did  not  mat-  Urgently,  even  more  hurriedly  came 
again.  Bill  listened  with  astonishment  “American  Friend,  I  know  this  is  to  ter  much  on  the  night  Jesus  was  bmn,  the  Russian’s  voice  now : 
how  a  sonorous  voice  with  an  un-  you  the  most  important  day  of  the  and  in  the  same  way  Jhe  Arctic  “Seems  that  the  Northern  Light  is 
mistakable  accent  in  otherwise  whole  year.  And  on  this  evening,  on  darkness  of  the  Polar  night  could  not  beginning  to  wane  I  must  call  off  now 
faultless  English  tried  to  make  con-  what  you  call  Christmas  Eve  in  this  prevent  two  young  men  from  sharing  soon;  expect  me  to  stop  abruptly  any 
tact.  Betraying  a  slight  tremulation,  last  year  of  the  20th  century,  which  in  a  common  desire  for  peace  and  moment,  American  friend;  think  of 
the  voice  said  with  a  certain  urgency;  saw  our  two  countries  rise  so  goodwill.  me  once  and  a  virhile  I  love  iWce,  and 

"American  friend,  listen  to  me  for  dramatically  to  undreamt  pinnacles  Hurriedly  now  the  Russian  told  a  bit  I  know  you  do.  I  love  with  you  the 
a  moment  or  two,  while  we  can  talk  of  power,  I  do  wish  you  moments  of  of  his  life  story.  He  knew  indeed  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Savior,  of  which 
•safely.  Right  now  we  are  having  here  happiness  and  fond  thoughts.  I  know  Gospel  narrative,  so  he  told  Bill.  Luther’s  Bible  and  your  ^riptures 
in  the  North  of  Siberia  a  display  of  you  think  of  your  loved  ones  at  home  “Listen,”  he  said,  “long  ago,  hun-  speak.  Perhaps  we  can  talk  again,  or 
Aurora  Borealis  or  Northern  lights,  as  I  often  do  myself.  For  it  is  not  very  dreds  of  years  ago,  in  fact  it  is  over  700  perhaps  never  more  will  we  hear 
You  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  under  long  ago  when  we  were  still  children  years,  my  forefathers  were  deported  sometime  each  other’s  voices  in 
the  attendant  atmospheric  and  radio  and  basked  in  the  glow  of  the  affection  to  the  Altai  Mountains  of  Central  Asia  praise  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  but.  ” 
conditions  I  can  safely  make  contact  of  our  parents  and  brothers  and  from  Silesia  in  Germany  by  the  in-  then  in  a  sudden  sharp  crackle  and  a 
with  you,  and  that  is  just  what  I  sisters.  vading  Mongol  hordes  from  the  E^t.  long  whistle  from  the  receiver,  contact 

wanted  to  do  for  a  long  time.  My  call  “And  now  we  have  to  amuse  our-  The  Mongols  threatening  to  overrun  ceased  abruptly, 
to  you  cannot  be  monitored  due  to  the  selves  here  all  by  ourselves  in  the  Europe  were  finally  stopped  and  Bill  looked  out  through  his  little  win- 
interruption  of  internal  radio  com-  meager  light  of  the  Northern  Stars.”  driven  back  after  the  Battle  of  Liegniz  dow  opening.  Was  that  the  sound  of 
munications  through  the  effects  of  Then  the  Russian  continued  and  Bill  in  Silesia  in  12S4  A.D..  but  not  before  olane  engines  amin  un  Nnrth'>  Or 
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